We Pray, We Care, We

ST MATTHEW’S NEWSLETTER
To all the St Matthew’s Family, I am
delighted to introduce our end of term
newsletter – it really is a bumper
issue!

AUTUMN 2020

In September, I shared a message from Pope
Francis with our young people. He invited them to ‘…
Dream of Great things!’ At St. Matthew’s, I ask everyone
to work together to ensure our young
people can ‘Be the best version of themselves!’.
We are on a journey of school improvement,
a journey to Catholic excellence.
This term has been like no other. We have all
embraced new ways of working, and our students have
coped incredibly well. They have adapted to working
remotely, and have respected our
expectations whilst in school. Thank you for your
support and for your patience, in allowing us to keep
health as our main priority, whilst we continue to raise
standards across the school.
Our staff have been eager to share some of the
highlights of the term. Please take some time to
read through the articles in this newsletter.
I know you will be impressed.
May I wish you all a
Happy Christmas, and
best wishes for 2021.
Mrs Murden,
Headteacher

#StaySafe travelling to and from school
Could you walk
or cycle to and
from school?

Maintain a 2 metre
distance where possible

Wear face coverings
whilst travelling on
public transport

FIND THE JOY!
ST MATTHEW’S CHRIS
Sadly this year Covid has prevented us from producing the beautiful hampers that we
would usually distribute throughout the neighbourhood to those less fortunate than
ourselves. Thinking on our feet, we devised some alternative ways that we could spread
the Christmas spirit and support our local community. All forms and staff have made
shoe boxes containing treats for children and the elderly. Forms have also have written
letters for the elderly which were delivered to local care homes. And not forgetting our
'piece de resistance’, ‘The Wall of Wonder’, where we collected tonnes of essentials and
goodies for the local food bank, FC United’s Food Hub.
#@stmatt’s/We care!
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SMRCHS #TEAMYR7
Year 7 have made an amazing start to life at St Matthew’s. We are all very proud. In these pictures you can see our
lunchtime English club, some forms taking part in the fitness advent calendar, some of our form displays, as well as
some wonderful examples of care and love.

Pictured here are our year 7 superstars with their Star of the Week prizes and also Form of the Week awards.
Our Wall of Fame is growing each week where we share all of our incredible achievements.

SMRCHS #TEAMYR8
Year 8 have had a fantastic first term adapting to
the new ‘normal’ at SMRCHS. The Year 8 team are
extremely proud of how pupils have demonstrated
excellent effort and engagement in lessons and
rose to the challenge of working remotely from
home, but still producing high quality work.
This half term we have appointed student leaders
across the year group, whom have demonstrated
leadership qualities across the curriculum. These
pupils have been recognised by their peers as role
models in both their words and actions.
There has been a great sense of aspiration across
the Year 8 bubble in striving to be ‘the best version
of themselves’ This has been demonstrated in the
good standard of uniform across the year group,
taking care of their learning environment and
social areas and ensuring that they are trying their
very best in all curriculum areas. We have
celebrated this together in our ZOOM assemblies
and rewards.

As the term draws to a close the pupils have been
living out our SMRCHS mission WE CARE by
demonstrating their kindness and generosity by
creating cards and shoeboxes for the wider community
in North Manchester.

SMRCHS #TEAMYR9
On Thursday 3rd December, Mr Walker surprised
students in Y8-11 with a special Zoom visit from
music artist Aitch. Aitch is a former St
Matthew’s pupil and he gave up his time during
the morning to inspire students to be the best
version of themselves. He also shared his
achievements since leaving school and
upcoming plans. There was a lot of excitement
throughout the school and students loved it!

MR WALKER’S
CHALLENGE...
During the last 2 weeks before Christmas,
all students who received a praise post card were
entered into a prize draw . Last week Leah Aspinall
won an Amazon Tablet and in the final week one
lucky student will win a Bluetooth speaker. Best of
luck Year 9!

AMAZING
ART WORK!

We continue to be impressed with the
amazing Art work produced by the
year group, however one fantastic
piece stood out for us. Lois 9RGR
produced an amazing example of pop
up art, great job I’m sure you will
agree!

There are 20 students in Year 9 who take part in the
Girls Out Loud Project which pairs up a student with a
‘big sister’ from the business world who commits to
becoming their mentor for a period of time. They will
share industry advice, guide them and be a positive
role model to the students. On Wednesday 9th
December the students were surprised to receive a
card and a gift, from their big sisters wishing them a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year– Well done
ladies ☺

SMRCHS #TEAMYR10
OUR YEAR 10 HAVE HAD A
VERY BUSY YEAR...
We are extremely proud of how students have
dealt with working from home. There have been
new systems in place across school and Year 10
students have adapted well. Please be assured that
we are doing all we can to support your child with
their work. Thank you for all your support and
please do not hesitate to contact your child’s form
tutor if you have any queries.
Effort and Engagement reports were sent out
earlier in the term. We had a large number of
students with excellent effort and engagement in
all their subject areas. Please make sure you
continue to discuss these reports with your child. A
further report will be sent out in January.
Please ensure that you have downloaded our
Edulink App which will enable you to be kept fully
up-to-date with any information we have to share
about school.
At this time of year our Year 11 students are busy
filling in college application forms and applying for
apprenticeships for when they leave school. All of
these applications require a reference from school
that must include attendance and behaviour data.
In the New Year we will begin to look at different
colleges as part of our careers programme and
there will be visits to colleges in the summer term.
I am sure that you would agree that this is a hugely
important decision in your child’s life and one that
we will begin to research in the spring term.
We are very proud of our Year 10 community, their
high standards of uniform, continuing to be the
best attending year group and their resilience
during this time as independent learners. Please
continue to access our Instagram social media page
@year10smrchs to keep up to date with news from
our year group. I would like to take this opportunity
to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a
prosperous 2021.

SMRCHS #TEAMYR11
MISS MATTHEW IS
EXTREMELY PROUD...

BTEC TEXTILES
Year 11 students have been working very hard
learning new techniques and creating mood boards in
preparation for their final piece which they will start
to make after Christmas.

I am extremely proud of how Year 11 have adjusted to
the new systems and procedures in place in school since
September. As we all know it has been a difficult time
for everyone but Year 11 students have been an
absolute credit to themselves and to their families.
Students are working hard in school and please be
reassured that we are doing everything we can to
support your son/daughter to enable them to achieve
and be successful in their GCSE examinations next year.
Year 11 will be taking their first Pre-Public GCSE
Examinations in January 2021. Students have been
working very hard in lessons and are well prepared for
the topics they need to revise during the holiday period.
Year 11 students have been attending lesson 6 from
3pm to 4pm in English, Maths and Science and these
sessions will continue in January 2021. Please
encourage your son or daughter to attend Lesson 6
where possible.
Please ensure that you have downloaded our
Edulink App which will enable you to be kept fully up-to RESISTANT MATERIALS
-date with any information we have to share about your Students are practising all the skills and techniques
they have learnt before they start their final assessment
child’s final journey through school.
piece in January 2021. Here students have been using
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a
resin to create samples.
very Happy Christmas and a prosperous 2021.
Below is a taster of all the things Year 11 have been
involved in Since September.
Thank you for your continued support.
Ms Matthew
Head of Year 11
Achievement Points – 16,003 since September. This is
an outstanding achievement!
StateTalking – students have taken part in some
inspirational talks by professionals in different areas of
employment. So far we have looked at childcare, TV &
Here our GCSE Art students have produced mood
Media and hospitality. We will continue with these
boards as part of their portfolio of work for their
sessions after Christmas. The aim is to raise
coursework...
aspirations and boost student’s confidence.

BTEC

IMPRESSIVE
MOODBOARDS

YR11 PPE TIMETABLE

January 2021

See …

Revision Hints & Tips
2020

ST MATTHEW’S
ATTENDANCE
Attendance Term 1 2020
High levels of attendance =
High levels of achievement
Congratulations to all our pupils who are attending
school everyday and ensuring their high levels of
attendance. Congratulations to all pupils in the Green
category of our Attendance Diamond. Where are you on
the Diamond ? Can you improve next half term by being
in school everyday of HT3? Remember high levels of
attendance will lead to high levels of achievement in all
your subject areas. If you have any barriers to coming
into school , speak to your Head of Year or your Form
Tutor and we will be able to help and support you.
This Term we have 730 pupils in the green category, 511
of these have 100% , what an amazing achievement. You
will be receiving a certificate and achievement points to
recognise your efforts in attending school every day this
term.
You can follow our attendance updates on Instagram
@stmatthewsattendance and Twitter
@SMRCHS_Attendance

YEAR

Number of
100% Attenders

7
8
9
10
11

104
101
110
99
97

ENGLISH
DEPARTMENT
This term all pupils have been exploring a variety of
texts and skills in English, they have also been reading
well in form!
We have read ‘The Kid who came from Space’ in Year 7,
followed by some amazing creative writing! We have
been writing creatively in Year 8 too,
followed by studying ‘A Christmas Carol,’ just in time for
Christmas! Year 9 have been exposed to a wide variety
of poetry and have been creating weird and wonderful
words of their own. At KS4, Year 10 have been busy
studying ‘Macbeth’ and now are exploring their own
interpretations of poetry. Finally, Year 11 have been
preparing hard for their English Language paper and
analysing language. All pupils are getting to grips with
writing analytical paragraphs and using evidence in
their answers. We are extremely proud of the work
they produced in English and the intelligent discussions
we can have!
We have also launched Educake for online
homework this half term and the number logging in and
completing is on the rise; so keep it up everyone!

MFL
DEPARTMENT

The MFL department are super impressed with our
Year 7 pupils who are learning either French, German
or Spanish and making excellent progress!
Year 11 have engaged fantastically well with their
home learning and we are so proud of your resilience
and independence!
All our year groups are working hard and striving to
be the best versions of themselves. See below for lots
of examples of excellent classwork.

Check out our Instagram account to see
lots of examples of MFL memes and
student work SMRCHS_mfl

HUMANITIES
DEPARTMENT
During this term at St Matthew’s the History
department has covered a wealth of topics. We have
looked at Medieval England, the Norman Invasion, the
Transatlantic Slave Trade and its abolition, and the
Interwar years 1919-1939. Our Year 11s have been
preparing for their GCSE exams in the summer by
completing excellent revision both in school and at
home.
Our History department led the whole school in the
observation of Remembrance Day this term by creating
a screencast that could be delivered to all year groups.
The screencast reviewed the effect of the First World
War, the wide-reaching implications of the war, and the
sacrifice of the many men from numerous countries
who were involved in the conflict.
The history department is ensuring that no student is
left behind when being forced to isolate. Mr Bega and
the History team have been making screencast lessons
to ensure that students are still receiving high quality
teaching and learning whilst at home. Mr Bega’s Year 11
class welcomed a classmate back to school through a
state-of-the-art communication robot. Through this device the student can communicate with Mr Bega and his
classmates from the comfort and safety of his own
home, to ask any questions he may have and
participate in the lesson.

In the first term at St Matthew’s the Geography
department has been busy educating the students
about the geographical landscape of our planet,
including local geographies in Manchester, the
importance of a sustained ecosystem within the
rainforest, and real life examples of responses to
natural hazards such as the earthquake in Nepal.
Our teachers have been busy making sure students
who are forced to isolate are accessing brilliant athome learning, through the use of knowledge
organisers and screencasts at KS4.
We considered what it means to be Northern in a safe
COVID friendly manner, ensuring our students were
collecting data for their projects whilst keeping
themselves, their peers and their teachers safe.

YEAR 11

BTEC ENTERPRISE
Year 11 have been using their entrepreneurial skills to
develop and plan their own micro enterprises this term.
Pupils have been getting their creative hats on to
generate ideas, shortlist ideas against a number of
factors, writing aims and objectives, identify and source
resources, carry out market research and competitor
analysis, and most recently generate promotional
materials that appeal to their target market – following
their application of the marketing mix!
We have some exciting micro enterprises being planned,
including an in-school stationery vending machine,
personalised water bottles and hand gel bottles,
personalised revision bundles, Y7 welcome to secondary
school packs, a babysitting service, an eyelash
technician, a community football league and many
more!
Well done to those pupils producing quality work when
away from school, and for those pupils continuing to
work hard in class. Who knows, one day some of these
students will use these skills to open their own
enterprises!

PE DEPARTMENT
As a PE department we are all very pleased with the way that
our pupils have risen to the challenges that this academic
year has brought with social distancing, bubble specific
equipment and hand sanitising regimes. The vast majority of
our pupils have maintained a very high standard of PE kit now
that they are wearing it throughout the day when they have
PE. This enables them to perform to their maximum and still
look incredibly smart for school. We look forward to this
continuing and please take this opportunity to check that
your child has everything they need and replace any items as
required.
We are still able to offer a wide range of activities that challenge our pupils within their lessons ranging from crosscountry and health related fitness sessions, individual
activities of table tennis and badminton to the team games of
football, basketball and even some very competitive ultimate
frisbee matches with our year 11’s. These activities give our
pupils the opportunity to develop their fitness and resilience
to physical exertion and the values of team spirit, respect and
excellence. We are also very pleased to have been able to
start squad training in our bubbles for football and netball so
that we are ready for the time when we are allowed to
resume competitive fixtures in the new year.
We wish you all a very happy Christmas and remember to
keep up your training in the holidays so that you are all fit for
the new year!!
St Matthew’s PE Staff

MATHS
DEPARTMENT
It has been a very busy term in the Maths Department,
we have implemented a consistent approach to
mathematics teaching and the students have made
some lovely comments about the progress they are
making and that they enjoy maths.
Sanna Year 9 “I love my maths lessons because they are
engaging, fun and the knowledge acquired is utilised in
many everyday situations. From fractioning a pizza to
share with friends or cutting that perfect 90 degree angle in woodwork class. To determining the correct ratio
to prepare that killer sponge cake. And of course, not
forgetting... ALGEBRA! It ensures I arrive at school in a
timely manner, budget my money well and guarantees I
always get that shot in basketball! Where would we be
without maths?”
We have implemented Hegarty Maths for homework
and students have been completing 30 retrieval
questions each week. All the following students have
completed 1000+ questions since we started in
October 2020. Our silver Hegarty Award for over 2000
questions is awarded to Niall 11X1. The Bronze Award
has been awarded to Emmanuel 10x/Ma3, Giulia 11x/
Ma1, Matthew 11y/Ma1, Christian 10y/Ma3, Ben 7YA/
Ma, Molly 7ZF/Ma, Olivia 7ZI/Ma, Chanel 7ZG/Ma,
Success 11y/Ma1. Well done to them all.
Since we started in late September, we have risen
through the National Hegarty league to 152nd out of
1882 schools, which is amazing. Each month we are
increasing homework completion and during
November we were 82nd in the monthly league.
Students are seeing the benefit of regular homework
as it is really helping retain their maths knowledge and
they can apply it to new learning in the classroom.
Thank you to all our parents for their support with
their child’s homework. We cannot do it without you.

D&T

FOOD TECHNOLOGY

DEPARTMENT

As we cannot currently complete practical
lesson in Design Technology we have put
together a range of food practical lessons that you
can follow at home. These will be available on the
school website – there are lists of
ingredients you will need plus a demonstration video to help you understand how to make them.
These are created to help develop your key skills in
food technology. If you have not completed any
food practical lesson with us yet at St Matthew’s
then please start with the ‘Basic Level’ as this will
help build your confidence in knife skills. Please
also only complete these with an adult’s
supervision!
E-mail photos of your completed practicals to
c.heery@smrchs.com and achievement points will

Miss Bayode’s Boggle Bonanza

This half term, Miss Bayode’s Boggle Bonanza has been a hit
with Year 7 at lunch. Students have been improving their
vocabulary, playing word games and enjoying snacks!

COMPUTING
@KS3
Year 7 have just finished their first whole term’s worth
of work on E-Safety. We always kick off the school year
refreshing our knowledge and understanding of ESafety. The quality of work and the understanding
shown has been fantastic.

Year 8 made their own computers and more
impressively from paper. This was a fantastic series
of lessons, looking inside the computer. Whilst
creating their paper laptop computers, they looked
at the hardware required, explaining their features &
functions and how they are all connected.

BTEC DIGITAL IT @ KS4
Year 10 have settled into the course really well. Students
have been hard at work looking at User Interfaces. This term
they have been learning the basics about the different types
& their uses. Moving forward they will be planning and
creating their very own user interface. All this work is part of
their controlled assessment and will make up 30% of the
course. They have started working in Google Classroom a lot
more in lessons. It is a fantastic online tool for numerous
reasons: easy to organise tasks, easier to access, great for
monitoring effort & engagement and also for remote
learning.
Year 11 have been building on a very successful Year 10… All
pupils have Component 1 & 3 completed. They are all
working hard towards Component 2 now, which is about
presenting information and using spreadsheets.
Well done to those pupils producing quality work when
away from school, and for those pupils continuing to work
hard in class. With it being the end of a term, don’t forget to
keep an eye on the post… Who will be receiving praise postcards? We’ve sent out loads!

SMRCHS #SEND~THE HIVE

Year 9, it’s not often they get to talk about hacking
and scamming let alone try some of these out for
themselves… they have cracked passwords using
cithers and made their very own phishing emails.
Obviously, this is all part of a series of lessons
around cyber security, a topic of great importance in
the real world. Looking at the work Year 9 have
been completing they should be well equipped to
deal with potential hackers, scams and computer
viruses.

What a successful term it has been for The Hive
Department! From Reading Recovery to speech and
language interventions; from social and emotional
support to car washing…. We’ve been doing it all.
We also welcomed some chicks that our Savio pupils
incubated. It has been a busy few months but our staff and
pupils have created such JOY, even under challenging circumstances. We can’t wait to see what 2021 will bring!!

New baby chicks in Savio!

Items bought with money
raised by Miss White

Amazing art work in Alpha!!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
AND THE RELIGIOUS
LIFE OF THE SCHOOL...

CURRICULUM RE

Year 7 class of 2020 from St. Margaret Mary’s
talk about their new community

Example of daily prayer

It has been a great start to the year in terms of developments to the religious life of the school. Our
RE department has been boosted by the addition
of our Deputy Headteacher, Mr Passarello, and an
experienced RE teacher, Mr Hall. It has been a key
priority for the work of the department to
permeate all aspects of the curriculum and with
added impetus, we have responded to the needs
of our community by ensuring that worship
remains a high priority despite COVID restrictions.
Each Monday a member of staff leads on the
Gospel of the week and their personal interpretation of the key messages we can take from it. This
is followed by daily prayers relating to a key
theme. Every form group starts with a prayer and
students are encouraged to lead prayers each day.
We have also been really excited about bringing
the historical message of St. Matthew to life
through reflections and interpretations of his
messages. St. Matthew, like us today, was living
through a pandemic. This wasn’t a virus in the
typical sense rather the start of the spread of
Christianity. We have shown our community how
we can thrive if our faith is strong.
In December we have had a weekly “virtual”
passing of the candle between year groups to light
the candles on the Advent wreath. Thanks goes to
Fr. Anthony for blessing our wreath and allowing
this to be filmed for our students to watch. Some
of our reflections can be found on the SMRCHS
YouTube channel and we will add parts of our
Christmas liturgy to this platform before the end of
term.

In the RE department we have ensured that our plan to fill
gaps left by isolation have not led to key topics and skills
that underpin success being neglected. We have a
flightpath that leads to GCSE progress and so we have
re-modelled our curriculum to ensure this remains
effective. Year 11 have been studying the diverse views
on marriage and family life in the 21st Century but have
focussed on the Catholic view and whether or not this fits
the needs of all people in society. We have now moved
on to looking at the purpose and personal effects of
sacraments.
Year 10 have studied Catholic beliefs about the nature of
God, the Trinity and our beliefs in life after death
(eschatology). We have now moved on to looking at
ethical issues relating to points at the start and end of
life. Students have found the debate aspect of this topic
engaging and rewarding with students being able to
construct more effective evaluation answers by
harnessing the diverse views of students on controversial
issues such as abortion.
Year 9 have begun to look at moral decision making and
ethical codes to ensure that they have the necessary
knowledge and skills to apply these in year 10. In addition, as a Catholic school it is important to guide students
to understand how Catholics have developed a system of
moral codes based on our beliefs and the teachings of
Jesus.
Year 8 have wrangled with the deeper meaning and
implications of the creation story and how it teaches us to
be stewards of creation. This has led to work on the
environment and conservation of natural resources.
Year 7 have been learning about the St. Matthew’s
community, St. Matthew himself, our feeder parishes
and the values that we uphold and live each day through
our Mission Statement: We pray, we care, we achieve.
We are looking forward to January when we can resume
our studies and hopefully return to live liturgy and
enhancing the ways that our Catholic mission drives the
whole school. Thanks to all those who have supported
our Christmas shoebox appeal. Charity and community
support remain a core part of our work each day and the
support that parents and carers give is overwhelming.
Have a great Christmas

SCIENCE…

UNDER THE MICROSCOPE
Science under the microscope… see what we did there?
In what has been a different term for everyone at St. Matthew’s
the resilience and hard work of our students has been a credit to
them all, and lays the foundations for continued progress and
success at GCSE.
Year 7 have wowed us with their knowledge and enthusiasm as
they have made an impressive start to their study of Science at St.
Matthew’s. They have studied all three Sciences; Chemistry,
Biology and Physics both in class and at home. They have made us
all so proud keeping up the hard work while isolating at home. We
have had so many students sending work back to their teachers
by email. I cannot count the number of achievement points given
out!
Year 7 have also had the fantastic opportunity to attend Mr
Lowrie’s STEM club during Monday lunchtimes and the turn out
has been great! Lots of students have taken part, creating and
testing their designs and have had great fun. Thanks Mr Lowrie!
Year 8 have worked hard since returning to us in September,
boosting their learning this term. They have studied a range of
topics including exploring the periodic table and learning about
their muscles and skeleton.
Year 9 are a real credit to us in how they have grown and matured
in both their attitude and work ethic. In class they are proactive in
their learning asking challenging questions and producing
outstanding work!
KS3 students have embraced their home learning and have been
busy sending high quality work back to their teachers. We are
exceptionally pleased by this and have been giving out lots of
achievement points to celebrate this exceptional work.
At KS4 student engagement when learning from home and
participation in Zoom lessons has been great to see and shows the
level of commitment KS4 pupils have towards their continued
progress in Science. Students have been engaging in a variety of
ways; through photos of work, interacting through Zoom chat or
using their microphones. This has made virtual lessons much more
interactive and engaging.
Year 10 students have started their journey into GCSE, and have
been working well in lessons and at home. They have completed
their first GCSE science module and Zoom lessons presented by
members of science staff have been really well attended.
Y11 have attended lesson 6 in good numbers, and this is
testament to their dedication to improve. With the pre-public
examinations coming up in January, it is encouraging to see so
many Y11 students striving to improve and taking responsibility
for their continued success.
A great term for Team Science – let’s keep improving and
progressing!

D&T MURAL DESIGN

COMPETTION!
Year 7 were asked to come up with some design ideas for a
mural in the Year 7 block. There were some amazing ideas
that pupils had obviously spent lots of time and effort
creating. In the end we chose elements from four of our
favourites and combined them into one design that will be
painted next term in the Year 7 block.

Final Mural Design

WINNERS!!! Molly L, Courtney S, Ella-Rose T

FROM OUR BUSINESS SUPPORT
During this term we have transitioned to a fully cashless school; it
has been a smooth process with more and more parents activating
their ParentPay accounts. ParentPay is used for accessing the
school catering services, and also for any item or activity which
requires payment, like trips, revision guides, charity collection,
prom, food tech, etc. If you haven’t activated your account yet,
please contact us on ParentPay@smrchs.com and we will be happy
to help. If you think you qualify for Free School Meals, please
register online on https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims
Students on Free School Meals have an automatic allowance of
£2.40 added every day to their account, which cover for a meal
deal - a main, a drink and a dessert. At the end of the day any
money unspent is taken away and another £2.40 is added the
following day. Please note that the free allowance is not shown on
Edulink or Parentpay, but is there to be used on a daily basis. If you
are worried that your child overspends in the canteen we can set a
daily limit of your choice to their daily expenditure, just let us
know. Please see menu below.

