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20 March 2023 

Dear Parent/Carer  

It is a privilege to write to you formally in preparation for taking over as Headteacher of St Matthew’s 
Roman Catholic High School from Easter 2023. I feel extremely honoured and privileged to have been 
trusted with the responsibility of leading the school and I am already looking forward to working with the 
staff, students and parents as we journey together in partnership. Prior to my appointment, I have 
worked in Manchester for the vast majority of my career most recently at Our Lady’s RC High School 
in Blackley. I am currently Headteacher of an 11-18 Catholic Academy in Liverpool.  

I have been fortunate enough to have been able to visit St Matthew’s both prior to my appointment and 
again more recently spanning a period of about six weeks. I can already see that significant progress 
has been made in a number of areas and this pace of change will need to be maintained as we address 
a number of areas for improvement. The clear focus from the outset will be to raise expectations around 
behaviour, attendance and punctuality and we will ensure that both students, staff and parents are clear 
on our expectations from the outset.  This work will not sit in isolation and we will be looking to review 
our curriculum so that we deliver a well sequenced body of knowledge to the pupils that enable them 
to take the next steps in their chosen pathway. 

My vision for St Matthew’s is to be recognised as a school where children flourish rooted first and 
foremost in our faith and in the strength of our Catholic community. My ambition is for teaching to be of 
the highest calibre in every classroom and we will look to achieve this by supporting each and every 
one of our teachers to become the best practitioners they can be, so that they have the most impact on 
our pupils in the limited time we have. I am determined that St Matthew’s will be a school that the 
children will enjoy attending and a school which they will be proud to be part of. 

I will be visiting the school again prior to starting in April and look forward to meeting pupils and members 
of staff alike. I would like both students and parents to have a strong voice within the school and with 
this in mind, I will be holding a parents’ forum during my first couple of weeks in the school. I am 
genuinely excited about the future for St Matthew’s and the direction that the school is ready to move 
in. It will be wonderful to share some of our plans in more detail during the parents’ forum.  

I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible over the coming months and I can assure you that 
I will lead a relentless pursuit of excellence across all areas of the school. 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr A Nightingale 
Headteacher 
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