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Headteacher’s Message

Dear St Matthew's Parents and Carers

As we approach the final week of this half term, | wanted to take a moment to acknowledge the incredible
dedication and hard work on show from our Year 11 students following their return to lessons after their two
weeks of PPE exams. Their effort and application have been astonishing, and | congratulate them once
again for making it through this demanding period. The Y11 Celebration Quiz Night was a tremendous
success, with a fantastic turnout that truly showcased the vibrant spirit of our school community and showed
a real bond between the staff and students. Additionally, our Christmas Carol concert was a beautiful event,
highlighting the diverse talents of both our students and staff. It was a pleasure to witness such a display of
skill and creativity as we await the joyous arrival of the birth of Jesus. As a reflection of how our year 11's
are perceived by external visitors, | have shared some feedback below from the staff of Xaverian College.

While lessons will continue as usual next week to make the most of our curriculum time, we are also
committed to recognising and rewarding our students' hard work with a high level of rewards throughout the
week. Furthermore, our Christmas liturgies will help us prepare spiritually for this special time of year.

Our Catholic identity shines brightly through the generosity displayed by our students in making hampers for
those in need, showcasing the charitable nature of our school community.

In the coming week, | will be in touch to share the progress we've made in terms of pastoral standards and
our plans for the upcoming year. | am excited to inform you about the remarkable achievements we've
accomplished within this short space of time.

This weekend, as we celebrate the third Sunday of Advent, known as ‘Gaudete Sunday,’ let us rejoice
together as we light the pink candle on the advent wreath. The impending arrival of Christmas invites us to
embrace the good news that we are deeply and uniquely loved by God, as emphasised by Pope Francis.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership in nurturing our students' growth and fostering a
community of care and achievement.

Wishing you and your families a blessed and joyous Christmas season ahead.

God bless
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Headteacher’s Message

Continued

Xaverian College MANCEP visit

| want to emphasise that the kind of experience we had today at St. Matthew's isn't something we
encounter at every school we visit. Your school truly stands out, and it's deserving of this special
recognition based on our exceptional experience.

The warmth and hospitality extended to us by your entire team, starting from the reception and
continuing throughout our time with Mr Sharrock and the RE team, were truly remarkable. Prior to our
visit, we were admittedly a bit nervous, but the warmth and welcoming nature of your RE team
immediately put us at ease. We were deeply impressed by the unbelievable politeness and utmost
respect shown by the students. In fact, it's the only school where every single student not only
acknowledged us sincerely but also infroduced themselves in a meaningful way.

Moreover, the quality of the students' responses was nothing short of breathtaking, especially
considering they are 16-year-olds. Their engagement with the cave allegory spanned across various
realms, from religion to politics, from social media to broader societal contexts. This level of enthusiasm
and depth of understanding showcased their genuine interest and passion for learning within the
classroom.

Throughout our time within the school premises, there was an unmistakable palpable sense of
Catholicism, and it truly embodied the essence of what Catholicism represents at its best. It was evident
in every corner, reflecting the values and spirit that create such a remarkable educational environment.

St. Matthew's has left an indelible impression on us, and it's a testament to the exceptional ethos and
environment you've cultivated. Thank you for the privilege of experiencing such a wonderful educational
atmosphere.
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Attendance continues to be a key priority in school this year for all pupils.
If students are not in school, they are not learning.
Please remember that every school day is important for your child.

Please try to follow these simple steps:

Don't think that the ‘odd day off can’t harm’. Research carried out on the effects of broken
weeks and achievement is astounding. A student can have 95% attendance but still have
10 broken weeks! Hugely detrimental to your child’s learning, leaving big gaps in
knowledge.

Attendance Is Everyone’s business

Try to judge how ‘severe’ your child's absence is. Do they really need to stay at
home?

Is your child better by mid-morning? If they are, send them into school.

If your child has an extended or intermittent but persistent condition, contact their
Head of Year and arrange a meeting to set up a supportive action plan. There is a lot
of support we can offer to prevent your child from missing school.

Non-urgent doctor, dental appointments and check-ups should be made out of school
time where possible. School finishes at 3pm.

If your child has a cough, cold menstrual pains, please send them to school. usually
once they get with their friends, they forget they feel unwell.




J#R. St.Matthewss Rewarding Students

%28 St. Matthew’s

: S Roman Catholnc ngh School

14 DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS

BEHAVIOUR &
PUNCTUALITY

WIN £30 VOUCHERS
OF YOUR CHOICE
TUE 05 DEC - FRI 22 DEC

Every student who is in school on time and has
no behaviour points will be entered into this

FANTASTIC PRIZE DRAW
+ LOADS OF OTHER
AMAZING PRIZES
UP FOR GRABS!!!




Rewarding Students

14 DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS
ATTENDANCE

Any student that reaches
100% attendance between

TUE 05 DEC - FRI 22 DEC

will be in with the chance to WIN...
AN AMAZING CHRISTMAS

GOODIE BAG
t;.

We Pray
We Care




Important message

Some students still have debt on their Parent Pay Account, we
are making contact with you to discuss on a one to one basis
what needs to be done next.

Please check Parent Pay and top up funds to clear any debt as
soon as possible. If you are struggling to clear this debt please
contact the Finance Team to discuss further.

Until debts are cleared we suggest your child/children bring a
packed lunch with them to school each day as they will no
longer be served in the cafeteria.

Children on Free School Meals have a £2.50 daily allowance for a
meal at lunchtime. This allowance is not to be used for snacks at
break time. If you wish your child to buy snacks or spend more
than the allocated £2.50 you should top up their Parent Pay
account accordingly.

Children on Free School Meals will now have a daily spend limit
of £2.50, they will not be permitted to go over this limit and will
be refused any items over the cost of £2.50. If you put additional
funds on their Parent Pay account we will remove or change the
daily limit to one you chose for your child.

If you have not activated the account please do so immediately.

If you have misplaced your unique username and password to
activate the account contact the Finance Team straight away.

Your child will need their account activating to:
+ buy snacks / meals from the catering service
+ purchase academic items
+ go on school trips/events
The Minimum Top Up is now £2.50.
When calling school please speak to the Finance Team or email

parentpay@smrchs.com




Parent Pay—How To

How To Activate A New Account

You will need an activation letter or email from school to get started. If you
have lost this or not yet received it, email the school at
parentpay@smrchs.com

You need a valid email address as a username and for account verification.
1.Navigate to parentpay.com
2. Select Login at the top right corner of the screen

3. Enter the username and password provided in your activation letter / email
and select activate.

4. Complete the activation as detailed on screen.

5. That's it you’re all done!

How To Top Up A Parent Pay Lunch Account
Navigate to parentpay.com
Select Parent Login
Username—this is your email address
Password—this is what you chose once you had activated your account

Select Login

o gk wbh =

Click Continue—(or if you want to set up one click payments follow the
screen prompts)

Select Pay for meals
Enter how much you want to pay (minimum payment is £5)
Select Add to Basket

10. Click on Basket and check the amount is correct

11. Click proceed to Checkout

12. A receipt will be sent to your email address from Parent Pay.

13. That’s it you’re all topped up!




Free School Meals

Free School Meals

We encourage all parents/ carers to check if their child is entitled to free school meals
(FSM). Being registered for free school meals benefits both the student and the school as
we will receive extra funding. It is the parents/ carers responsibility to apply for free school
meals on behalf of their child.

Applying for Free School Meals only takes a few minutes. Please click on the following link
to apply:

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

If you are struggling with your application, please contact finance@smrchs.com and the
Finance Team will be happy to assist you with your application.

Qualifying criteria for free school meals:

You are receiving Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no
more than £7,400, as assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent
assessment periods)

Income Support

Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

The guarantee element of Pension Credit

Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an an-
nual gross income of no more than £16,190)

Working Tax Credit run-on — paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax
Credit



https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
mailto:finance@smrchs.com

St. Matthew’s
Catholic High School

Eat well, Chose Smart

BLUE DOT DEAL—A STUDENT FAVOURITE

The Blue Dot Deal still remains a favourite and is exceptionally good value allowing your child to
chose 4 items, for example; if they wanted something to eat at break they could chose something
from the hot deli, get a roll for lunch from the cold deli, select a drink and get a fruit pot or

something from the Homebake all for £2.50.

HOT DELI

Garlic Bread

Pizza Melt Bap/Boat
Cheese On Toast/Bap
Pizza Melt Quesadilla
BBQ Melt Bap

COLD DELI
A Selection of Rolls:

Ham, Cheese, Tuna, Chicken
Mayo, Egg Mayo

DRINKS

125ml Radnor Drink Carton
330ml Water Bottle

80z Slush

Small Generation Juice

AMAZING

ITEMS
£2.50

B

Selection of Fruit Pots
Selection of Jelly Pots
Selection of Yoghurt Pots
Selection of Seed Pots

HOMEBAKES
Mini Muffin
Mini Cookie

Mini Shortbread
Mini Flapjack R

. Notallitems are
a.\,a“ab\e

everyday




ghlights of the week

Year 11
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i * Leigha i Highest attending forms this week

% % is Miss Elliot’s

i ~  Kacey i Well done!
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e % @ attendance lets aim for higher this last
i «  Maria i week of term!
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AMASSIVE SHOUT OUT TO THE WHOLE OF YEAR 11
d Christmas celebrations last week for year 11, to celebrate

everyone one of you worked so hard and you are all just
generally fab !!' Mirs Bunn and the team are so very proud

%+ | RE Xavarian taster days
this week which have

been very well received h
1by our year 11’s!




Year 10
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i i 10A—96.87% attendance
o Miriam J . Well done!
“«  Anthony O e 73 pupils across year 10 have 100%
i i attendance, which is fantastic.
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Teacher Shout Outs

From Miss Lee -

§ for Junior R Year 10, fantastic work, designing a wood
toy dinosaur in resistant materials

From Miss Begum—
for Leah M - Special shoutout to Leah! She's been go-

? i ing through a difficult time in her personal life but still
strives to try her best across all subjects she is always friendly towards me in lessons and
her peers. Despite this rough patch, she continues to push through and try her best. extreme-
ly proud

Luke K - Is always on task across all subjects and completes every piece of work to the best
of his ability. He is always respectful of staff and peers. Well done!




Top 5 Achievers

Darwin

Praise
Mimi

Rohan
Frank
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Thank you 9D your hampers
are amazing!

Highest é?eﬁng form is 9H again
Very Well Done AGAIN!

71 students with 100% attendance

Mrs King is extremely proud of you all.

Year 9 Rewards assembly

Individual achievement point winner FINLEY Attendance
winner HOULEYE

Year 9 team winners 9 Stephen K, Maisey M and
Houleye

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE WINNERS

91 have done some amazing revision
posters in RE this morning on Moral
Decision Making. Pupils took particula
pride in the posters they produced:

Elizabete Darkevica
Cass Bowles
Maisey Burton
Aimu Osagie
Lacey Foy

Well done from Mis Cooper!

=




Year 8
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Teacher Shout Outs...

Miss Garmen- English

8J are English superstars - the progress they have made
this term is unbelievable! | am astounded by their efforts
and their resilience to always have a go, even when

things get a little bit
[ tricky. The whole class

are wonderful, and | love

being their English teacher! A special mention for Mustafa -

== |despite English not being his first language he writes the

CERERERURIRE IS AR

Ms O'Donnell

"Fortune, Luke, Demi and Scarlett
completed their 6-week advanced
intervention. They were fantastic
over the 6 weeks showing a great
attitude to all the tasks and activi-
ties they were given. Huge improve-
ments made as well. | am so proud
of them!

Miss Waters- .
Just a big thank you again to the girls who have represented the

school in either football, futsal or netball this half term. They are a
credit to the year team and the school.
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i Our Stars of the Week

i Mrs Walsh's — Riley-James M—7J

e
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e
7 Mrs Rolt’'s - Noah J—7D PAc
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4 Mr Johnson’s — Bonnie-Bleu O’'L—7G
i Mrs Lennon’s — Dallyce L—7A
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Year 7 Textiles pupils have
done an amazing job
making cushions using tie
dye, fabric pens and
applique. Well done to all
pupils for their hard work,
the cushions look fab

Alovely ceremony forthe 16
travelling crib in 7F (from 7B).

Year 7 Have enjoyed putting the
Christmas hampers together this
week. Thank you everyone for
your support and generosity.
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Highlights of the week

Beehive
! - w 2027 Year 7 Nurture class finished and enjoyed putting
- 'Jtogether their Christmas Hampers this week!
Thank you all for the contributions.

Year 8 nurture have been
working on using pathetic
fallacy in their English les-
sons and have made fantas-
tic progress. Amazing work

guys!

sy Frod bose
i 'wai-mrh fu! |
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1 The Year 9 Nurture
class had a fantastic
Science revision

|eSSOﬂ thiS Week_ They ElIllIllIllIllIllIllllllllll:llllllllllllll
worked hard to gTeacher Shout Out:

remember key facts : to Kayleigh (11k) for being a
relating to the topic of éwonderful Beehive Mentor, :
energy source, : supporting the Beehive staff and :
transfers and : students at lunch time! :
| renewable energy. : We are very proud of you. :
Great effort! :
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A f A very proud Miss Mallinson and team
Well done !
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Highlights of the week

Modern Foreign Languages

producing over the last few weeks

The MFL department are really proud of the excellent work our students have been

Year 11 have worked extremely hard for their PPE French
exams in listening, reading, writing and speaking. The
pupils completed their speaking exams this week in exam
conditions. Here is Kamsi preparing her role play and
photo card in test conditions. Many thanks to all our
invigilators, led by Mr Ward and Mr Goodwin, for
preparing the students and calming their nerves!!
‘Bonne Chance’ for Result’'s Day!

~ .\% 5

Frau Callison’s year 10 class all

received a sweet treat last week on the
6™ Dec to celebrate St Nicholas Day.

Mr Moran’s class enjoyed
playing 'one pen, one dice’
last week to practise their
French translation skills.
Here are Crystabel and
Kindness competing
against each other!

Our word of the week is ‘ni hao’ or

{Ref

which means hello in Mandarin
Chinese!

Mrs Hasson was extremely proud of the lovely Spanish
speaking work being produced this week by 7B and 7H.




",:This week we have been continuing our
&journey through Advent towards
~ Christmas. The ‘travelling crib” has

.' there has been great excitement as it
arrives at each new form room. Many form
teachers have spoken highly about how
their students took part in the liturgy of
welcome and really made it a celebration of the birth of Christ.

This time of year is always busy with Carol Services and we hosted ours this Tuesday after
school. There was a wonderful turn out from family and friends. We gathered to celebrate
the musical talent of our wonderful students, but also to give praise to God as we heard
again the Christmas story. Thank you to all the students who contributed to the evening,
especially those who read readings for us.

This Thursday a group of our students went to Christ the King Church to join in with their old
primary school’s Carol Service. It was another wonderful occasion and we thank everyone at
Christ the King Primary School for their hard work in preparation and for inviting us to be a

part of it. I ;
CHRIST THE KING &

CATHOLIC CHURCH

- ~
Iq

Wishing you every blessing as we prepare for our final week of this term. God Bless.




Highlights of the week

Chaplaincy Corner

As we come into the final week of preparations for Christmas we would
like to share with you the times of the Christmas Masses at some of the
Catholic churches in our area. The times of Masses on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day can be found in the following table. You are all very
welcome at any of these Masses, no matter what your journey of faith
has been so far: Jesus is there waiting for you!

Church Christmas Eve Christmas Day
St John Vianney’s, Moston 11:30am
St Dunstan’s, Moston 10am
St John Bosco’s, Blackley 5:30pm 9:30am
Mount Carmel, Blackley 7:30pm 11:30am
6pm (Romanian) 8am and 10:30am (English)
St Clare’s, Blackley
8pm (English) 12:30pm (Romanian)
Christ the King, Newton Heath 7pm, 11pm 10am
St Patrick’s, Collyhurst 7pm 9:30am
St Malachy’s, Collyhurst 1lam
St Margaret Mary’s, New Moston 6pm, 11:30pm 8am, 10:30am
St Chad’s, Cheetham Hill 11:30pm 8am, 11am




St. Matthews Spotlight on SEND

Spotlight on SEND —Identifving needs

Developmental Co-ordination Disorder (Dyspraxia)
What is DCD?

DCD (Dyspraxia)is a specific learning difficulty. Pupils with DCD have problems with motar
co-ordination and often appear dumsy when mosing around. They have perceptual-motor problems
and find writing difficult. They may also have pronunciation difficulties, caused by problems in
cantrolling the movements of the mouth and the tongue. Approximately one child in 20 suffers fram
this condition, which affects four tmes as many bays as girls.

Children with DCD may:

= gppear to be dumsy, bumping into people and objecs
= have difficulty in judging distances and the position of objects in space, so find ball
ames partlcularf,-' ha

= be unable to change speed and direction withaut overbalancing

= be unsure of which hand to use and may change handsin the middle of an activity

» have immature use of pencils, crayons, sdssars, puzzles and simple canstruction toys

» have difficulty in copying shapes and pictures

= hdave -:IlFFci.lll'.‘.-' produdng some speech sounds and be unable to communicate their
ideas easily

= find it confusing if they are given tao much wverbal information at a time because thay
take longer to processitand are rarely able to make immediate responses
= find it hard to sequence information and reproduce it werbally, which affects their ability
to answer questions in the dassroom

» find it difficult ta adapt to a structured schoal routine

= have limited concentration and poor listening skills

= b easily upset and have temper tantrums, which annoys other children

» have poorsocdal interactions and difficulty making friends

» he rough and aggressive because they hawe difficulty contralling their movemants.

Support strategies

wWOords

Cﬂ

[EH’.[ You may need to:

- l.‘l]‘!l'l[!!llrilr_ T ALER) ] b
|"'"' n r = give dear, simple instructions and
I e ln constant remindars, both aral and writtan
it = provide a reasanably quiet working
= i gnvirnment
] was 5{1'1 ¥ = grganise activities to develop listenin
language I _® —SiT6ss . "", :LUFELEEElnd attencion skills, such as soun
= encourage leamers to present ideas
:h slexia using visual methods

clv.- e * organise games and activities requiring
i:u:u:-pemtu:ln and turn-taking
"‘-ll”h EFEIEI.'IEEEI range of sequendng activities
elp pupils Errgamse their written work by
& F |.. i r!L'II I uslng .erl:lng ames
“””I 'I'”' S 'm = praise every effort and successful

. Wil . ;
p achievement of new skills

wunili
o

d:uaklllu. drusr alisesn =

f m_EEatinn

Praise every effort and successful
achievement of new skills.




Spotlight on SEND

Shout our for
Team'
Humanities

The Indian ocean tsunami S

[Qm-mmnmu|hmmmmmm‘ ting than the dary effects’ Do you l
gree

f Sente tarters: '\i Aeroerie don
B e LI 2 S L
1 Phatand 0 (iammed s mptwed R e N A L AL

Some geographers would agree that the primary | 2 b . 0.1 vond e et | |
effects of the tsunami were the most devastating. N { ;
The resource box showsn.. This maoans that...

However, other geographers would argue that.,, The
resovrce box shows. . This means that..

In conclusion, | agree/disagree with the statement.
This Is because... As a result

A
[ L/O: To compare the impacts of the Japan tsunami with the Indian ocean tsumml_;
e | = e
Thank-you to Ms. Cox for d S i'*‘::.“@ -

sharing these images of

=
d
P =
= !
5
fantastic scaffoldingin : : —
Geography— an invaluable N r —
sl 'y = J

tool which supports all
learners in the classroom,

Marvellous work from Cody
and Zach—keep up the hard |

work!




St.Matthew’s School Trips On Parent Pay

Catholic High Si
CADEMY

London overnight theatre trip to see Wicked the Musical and
Harry Potter Studio Tour Tues 16™ & Wed 17™ July 2024

DON'T

MISS OUT!

A ~ WiCKED

THE APOLLO VICTORIA THEATRE

WARNER BROS.
T]-[ STUDIO TOUR

LONDON

The total cost of this trip is £225
A £75 deposit required by ParentPay to secure a place.

If your child is interested in going on this trip then please ask them to see
Mr Millington urgently before all the places are filled.

Trip is now open to anyone who plays a musical instrument or is interested
in Music or drama at KS3.

Included in the cost...

e Coach travel
o Tickets to see Wicked the Musical
e Sightseeing in London

e Evening meal in a restaurant

e Overnight stay in hotel
o Bed and breakfast

o Harry Potter Studio tour
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ST MAT{Hew’s
CHRISTMAS

CAROL CONCERT

TUE 12 DEC

A HUGE THANK YOU

for everyone’s support with our
Christmas Carol Service/Concert
on Tuesday evening

Thanks to the staff who sang with
our amazing and talented choir, it
was a truly special performance.

The choir connected with
the audience and seemed
to include them every step
of the way, its always such
ga pleasure to see and
4 hear the audience
applauding throughout.

L Y Vel done to all you
>/ talented performers.
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We Achieve
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Wa would like 10 ralca funds and calfect
donations 1o support the fanmilics within
cut school wha may need a fittis axtra
help over the fastive period,

WAYS YOU CAN HELP

» Donate o now, unwrappod gift end drop it off at school.
+ Donata & voucher that wa could rattie.
* Support our Christmas Jumper day.

o Buy rafe tickets. SPREAD THE WORD!

« Share this post with your frends.
family & local businesses,

Highlights of the week

FROM US TO YOU, THANK YOU

We have had Form group collections, staff
collections, teddy bear raffles, Christmas Cake
raffles and much, much more.

We Pray, We Care, We Achieve
What a difference all our support and contributions

collectively will make to families within our
community over the Christmas period.

Oy ON THE
2% prervert




