
Dear Parents and Carers of St Matthew's students, 

I hope this message finds you well and you are preparing for a joyful weekend with your families. I am  
delighted to share with you some positive updates from another rewarding week at St. Matthew's. 

First and foremost, I am thrilled to report that we've experienced strong attendance across all year 
groups, and it's been rewarding to witness so many students actively engaging in our diverse array of  
extracurricular activities. This level of participation speaks volumes about the enthusiasm and dedication 
of our student body. 

This week, we welcomed a specialist safeguarding team from the Emmaus Trust to review our               
procedures and interact with both staff and students about life here at St. Matthew's. I am proud to         
announce that the report we received was overwhelmingly positive, acknowledging many of the              
improvements we have diligently implemented. While we celebrate this achievement, we understand that 
our journey towards excellence is ongoing, and we remain committed to continuously enhancing all       
aspects of our school community. 

Additionally, we've had the pleasure of welcoming a significant number of new starters across all year 
groups. It has been heartwarming to observe how seamlessly they have integrated into our school family. 
I am particularly impressed by the kindness and support our existing students have extended to the             
newcomers, exemplifying the caring and inclusive ethos that defines St. Matthew's. 

As we reflect on the week's events, I am reminded of the importance of good teachers including all our 
staff at St Matthew's, as highlighted in this Sunday's Gospel. Jesus, the ultimate teacher, demonstrated 
through his actions the transformative power of guidance and compassion. At St. Matthew's, we              
recognise that parents are the primary educators of their children, and we are privileged to collaborate 
with you in nurturing their growth and development. Let us draw inspiration from the profound teachings 
of Jesus, which illuminate the path to true happiness and fulfilment. 

In the words of Pope Francis, "Jesus is a teacher of truth and life who shows us the way that leads to 
happiness." May we continue to emulate his wisdom and grace in all that we do. 

Wishing you a restful and happy weekend  

God bless 

Week 18 Friday 26 January 2024 

             Headteacher’s Message 



Year 11 

Highlights of the week  

 

 

Well done to 

Aitor and        

Ellora on 

100%           

attendance 

from             

Miss Elliott. 

 
Top   Achievers 

 

 Cayden 

 Maria 

 Chloe 

 Ruby 

 

 

 

 

Highest attending forms this week                  
is 11A Well done!  

38 students across year 11 have 100%    
attendance  

Student Notice 

"Praise to Prom" was launched this week! Make sure 
to get your cards filled in our first winner will be        

announced on Friday  

Good luck everyone! 



PROM SHOUT OUT  

 

 

Year 11 

Thank you for the items donated so far. 



Highlights of the week  

 

 

 

Highest attending forms this week                  
is 10D Aha. With 92.07% attendance        

Well done!  

 63 students across year 10 have 100%    
attendance  

      

Year 10 
Top  5 Achievers 

 Safina 

 Molly 

 Miriam 

 Loveth 

 Charlotte 

Year 10 Textile     

students have made 

a fantastic start to 

their coursework 

component and 

have been             

investigating the 

textile artist Jackie 

Gale to produce 

their own machine 

applique samples 

Year 10 B and Year 10 C Health and Social 

Care - I am really proud of the hard work 

and focus from both Health and Social 

Care classes since we returned in January. 

Well done , keep it up ! Mrs Walsh 



Year 9 

Highlights of the week  

Top  5 Achievers 

 Soreessa 

 Elizabeth 

 Loredana 

 Fatima  

 Houleye 

 

 

 

Highest attending form this week                  
is 9C AGAIN ...Well done!   

146 students across year 9 have 100%    
attendance  

 

 

Well done to the year 

9 girls who attended 

handball on Wednes-

day evening  

 

Well done Year 9 Keep up the good 
work! 

Mrs King, Ms Rossie and                      
Mr Robinson 

Year 9 art classes have done brilliant 

work with their  portraits Miss Lee 

Mr Hall a  huge shout out to 9C and 
9J for their conduct during the mid-
year assessment they completed this 
week. All pupils demonstated out-
standing attitude to learning through-
out the assessment.   

Miss Moore—shout out to 9J for ex-
cellent resilience and maturity during 
their Maths assessment  

Mrs Garman— shout out to 9H. 
They are a dream to teach in English, 
they are curious, dedicated and hard 
working - they also have a cracking 
sense of humour! Well done 9H, keep 
up the fantastic effort!  



Highlights of the week  

Year 8 

 
Top  5 Achievers 

 

• Angel J 

• Hailey I 

• Tobias P 

• Casey P 

• Ava I 

 

 

Highest attending forms are 8A and 8G with               
98% attendance 

48 students with 100% attendance across the 
year groups 

Very Well Done!  

Mr Hall- RE:  
A massive shout-out to 8B and 8G for their approach to 
revision for their mid-year assessments. All pupils were 
engaged in the lesson as they prepared for their exam 
next lesson.  
Big shout out in particular for Toby, Ava, Miguel, Neave 
and Adnan in 8B and Nissi, Chinaza, Tolu, Mason, Ka-
rez and Alberto in 8G. 

Good luck to all in your assessment. 

Mrs Garman—English:  

8J continue to be exemplary students in English. They 
are dedicated to their learning, and also their            
meticulous 
presentation 
of their work! 
They are 
keen, funny, 
and a genuine 
joy to teach. I 
always look 
forward to our 
lessons. Keep 
it up 8J - I’m 
so proud to be 
your teacher!  

Miss Ackers- Drama:  
 
8B have been working really hard to create excellent quality  performances for 
their mid term assessments. All pupils were engaged and focused. A particular 
shoutout to:  
 

 Ava Neave Marci Lacey Thaleaya Sonia Adnan Chidinima Toby 



Year 7 

Highlights of the week  

Top  5 Achievers 

• Joan A 

• Sarah Mc 

• Daniella F 

• Emmanuella O 

• Apithany P 

 

 

 

Highest attending forms this week                     
7I ABe   

Well done!  

Our Stars of the Week 

Mrs Walsh’s – Emmanuella O 

Mrs Rolt’s -  Chloe C  

Mr Johnson’s – Billy B  

Mrs Lennon’s –  Germain A  

 

7K working hard in History with Mr 
Hughes, learning all about the           
Saxons 

 

Y7 girls football team 

beat King David  4-5 

in the Manchester cup 

and are through to the 

semi  finals! 

Ms Sandiford would like to give a shoutout to Artis, Des-
tiny, Francis and Jayden completing Flash Academy. 
Massive shout out to them all for their engagement and 
progress! 

7B really enjoyed performing a section from Frankenstein this 
morning, they put their knowledge of the characters and stage 
directions into action perfectly!” 



Beehive 

Highlights of the week  

 
 

 

 

 

 

A very proud Miss Mallinson and 
all the team 

Well done teams Beehive! 

Y9 started reading ‘Animal Farm’ and are 

learning how to look at key events 

and analyse quotes.   

Y7 began reading through the play ‘Frankenstein’, as 

they continue exploring Gothic novels.  

During lunch time in the 

Beehive, KS4 enjoyed 

some games of          

Headbandz!  

 

Y8 made a great 

start in their new 

History  topic of 

the British         

Empire and are 

making great       

progress.  



Chaplaincy Corner 

Highlights of the week  

 

       
 

The Gospel last Sunday told us the story of the calling of the first four followers of Jesus:  

Simon, Andrew, James, and John. In some our form time prayers this week, therefore, we 

have looked at what it means to be a “Disciple” (someone who learns from a master) and 

what it means to be an “Apostle” (someone sent out on a mission). Later in the week we         

celebrated the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul. Paul used to persecute and attack the 

Church before he had an experience of the Risen Jesus, and this allowed us to reflect on the 

fact that God can call anyone to be part of His plan for the world, no matter what they have 

done so far in their life.  

 

This Saturday the UK marks Holocaust Memorial Day where we remember the 6 million 

Jewish people killed by the Nazis, as well as all the other people who have suffered and died 

because of genocide. This year we mark this 

day in the context of the horrible war taking 

place in Israel, Palestine, and Gaza and so as 

well as remembering all those who have lost 

their lives in genocides we have placed a large 

emphasis on prayer for peace in our troubled 

world. Let us all continue to pray every day for 

peace.    

 

There has been increased interest among Year 11 students in volunteering on the Salford 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes in July. This week thanks to school funding and some        

generous donations we have been able to readvertise 

this trip at a significantly lower price. Volunteering in 

Lourdes changes both the lives of the volunteers and 

of those whom we help and so we are incredibly proud 

of all those who have signed up to give their time,       

effort, and money to take part in this experience. For 

more  information on this please see ParentPay.     



Attendance Is Everyone’s business 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

100% attendance  0 days missed  Excellent  
0 lessons 
missed  

  
Gives your child the best 

chance of success and 
gets them off to a flying 

start  95% attendance  
9 days of absence, 1 week 

and 4 days of learning 
missed  

Satisfactory  
45 lessons 

missed  

90% attendance  
19 days of absence, 3 weeks 

and 4 days of learning 
missed  

Poor  
95 lessons 

missed  

Less chance of suc-
cess.  makes it harder to 

make progress.  

85% attendance  
27 days of absence, 5 weeks 

and 3 days of learning 
missed  

Very poor  
140 lessons 

missed  

Serious implications on 
learning and progress  

  

  
80% attendance  

  

36 days of absence, 7 weeks 
and 3 days of learning 

missed  
Unacceptable  

190 lessons 
missed  

75% attendance  
  

45 days of absence, 9 weeks 
and 1 day of learning 

missed  
Unacceptable  

230 lessons 
missed  

 



Attendance Is Everyone’s business 

 

 

 



Spotlight on SEND 

 



 INFORMATION 

 
 

 



 INFORMATION 

 
 

 



 COMPETITION TIME 

 
 

 



 COMPETITION TIME 

 
 

 



 

 

We still have some students who have debt on their Parent Pay 

Account, we will be making contact with you to discuss this on a 

one to one basis.  

In the meantime please check Parent Pay and top up funds to 

clear any debt if you are in a position to do so before your child/

children returns to school next week.  

If you are struggling to clear this debt, we suggest your child/

children bring a packed lunch each day as they will no longer be 

served in the cafeteria if a debt appears on their account when 

they go to be served. 

We are here to help you please contact  the Finance Team to  

discuss further or email parentpay@smrchs.com  

Children on Free School Meals have a £2.50 daily allowance for a 

meal at lunchtime. This allowance is not to be used for snacks at 

break time. If you wish your child to buy snacks or spend more 

than the allocated £2.50 you should top up their Parent Pay       

account accordingly. 

Children on Free School Meals will now have a daily spend limit 

of £2.50, they will not be permitted to go over this limit and will 

be refused any items over the cost of £2.50. If you put additional 

funds on their Parent Pay account we will remove or change the 

daily limit to one you chose for your child.  

If you have not activated the account please do so immediately.  

If you have misplaced your unique username and password to 

activate the account  contact the Finance Team straight away.  

Your child will need their account activating to: 

 buy snacks / meals from the catering service 

 purchase  academic items  

 go on school trips/events      

            

Important message 



 

 
How To Activate A New Account 

You will need an activation letter or email from school to get started. If you 

have lost  this or not yet received it, email the school at 

parentpay@smrchs.com   

You need a valid email address as a username and for account verification. 

1.Navigate to parentpay.com  

2. Select Login at the top right corner of the screen 

3. Enter the username and password provided in your activation letter / email 

and select activate. 

4. Complete the activation as detailed on screen. 

5. That’s it you’re all done! 
 

How To Top Up A Parent Pay Lunch Account  

1. Navigate to parentpay.com  

2. Select Parent Login 

3. Username—this is your email address 

4. Password—this is what you chose once you had activated your account 

5. Select Login 

6. Click Continue—(or if you want to set up one click payments follow the 

screen prompts)  

7. Select Pay for meals 

8. Enter how much you want to pay (minimum payment is £5) 

9. Select Add to Basket 

10. Click on Basket and check the amount is correct 

11. Click proceed to Checkout 

12. A receipt will be sent to your email address from Parent Pay. 

13. That’s it you’re all topped up! 

The Minimum Top Up is now £2.50. 

Parent Pay—How To 



 

 Free School Meals 

We encourage all parents/ carers to check if their child is entitled to free school meals 

(FSM). Being registered for free school meals benefits both the student and the school as 

we will receive extra funding. It is the parents/ carers responsibility to apply for free school 

meals on behalf of their child. 

Applying for Free School Meals only takes a few minutes. Please click on the following link 

to apply:  

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals 

 

If you are struggling with your application, please contact finance@smrchs.com and the 

Finance Team will be happy to assist you with your application. 

 

Qualifying criteria for free school meals: 

You are receiving Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no 

more than £7,400, as assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent             

assessment periods) 

Income Support 

Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

The guarantee element of Pension Credit 

Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an an-

nual gross income of no more than £16,190) 

Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 

Credit 

Free School Meals 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
mailto:finance@smrchs.com


 

 
BLUE DOT DEAL—A STUDENT FAVOURITE 

The Blue Dot Deal still remains a favourite and is exceptionally good value allowing your child to 

chose 4 items, for example;  if they wanted something to eat at break they could chose something 

from the hot deli, get a roll for lunch from the cold deli, select a drink and get a fruit pot or               

something from the Homebake all for £2.50.  

 

Eat well, Chose Smart 


