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We Pray, We Care, We Achieve

NEWSLETTER SPRING 2021
In February Ofsted visited St Matthew’s.
Here are some of their comments...

‘Leaders continue to
have clear, high expectations of
all who work in the school. As a
result, improvements in the
school are clear to see’ ‘…Pupils
are receiving appropriate
education while they are at
home … You have a thorough
system to check whether pupils
are taking part in remote
education’ ‘Most Year 11 pupils
are engaging well in remote
education …This means that
you know pupils’ starting
points and can plan for their
progress…’ ‘Leaders and those
responsible for governance are
taking effective action to
provide education in the
current circumstances.’

To all our St Matthew’s
family, welcome to
another end of term
newsletter. This is
packed with information
from our year teams
and departments
about what has been
happening this term.
We began the term with the fresh challenge
of another lockdown, and once again our
staff and students rose to this challenge.
Our in-school provision supported families
of key workers as well as our most vulnerable
students, and the rest of our community
engaged with remote learning. An Ofsted
monitoring visit confirmed that we did not allow
lockdown to stop our students learning, nor
the rapid improvement in standards across
our school.
As our full community has returned to school,
we have continued to emphasise standards of
learning and everyone is enjoying being back in
the classroom, and back in school. It
continues to be a privilege to lead St Matthew’s
as we continue on our journey towards
Catholic excellence. Have a lovely Easter.
Mrs Murden

#StaySafe travelling to and from school
Could you walk
or cycle to and
from school?

Maintain a 2 metre
distance where possible

Wear face coverings
whilst travelling on
public transport

SMRCHS #TEAMYR7
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What another amazing term we have had!! Whilst working from home, Year 7 have shown a
mature and hard-working attitude towards their remote learning. The work which has been
completed at home was to a very high standard. We are very proud of you all!

SCIENCE WEEK
Remote learning Champions!

FUN!

Since returning to school, Year 7 have been very
busy!! As well as the amazing work in lessons, we
have designed and launched rockets, composed
music and explored our solar system.
Our work really is out of this world!!

OF THE WEEK...

Music Master Class...
We have had many
successes already!
We have two classes
who have won our
Attendance Award for
having...
100% Attendance!
You can also see two
other prize winners
for their pupil voice
feedback!

Each day, Year 7 show us how incredible they are! All the form tutors are proud to care for these
wonderful pupils! Let’s keep up this amazing effort and attitude and keep on being the best
version of yourself. Parents, thank you for your continued support!
Have a wonderful half-term rest! Mr Jordan and Mrs Walsh

SMRCHS #TEAMYR8
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It has been wonderful to welcome everyone in our Year 8 family back into the Year 8 Bubble. Pupils have
returned with high standards of uniform eager to focus and engage in their learning with their teachers. It
has been wonderful seeing everyone motivated and eager to participate in their learning.
All our form groups are pleased to be back together after continuing remote friendships during lockdown.
It has been wonderful to see everyone communicating safely behind a mask.
This week we have celebrated our year groups’ achievements this half term in assembly, awarding
certificates, badges and vouchers across the year group. These awards were across curriculum areas
as well as pastoral recognition. We are now looking forward to making as much progress as possible in
the Summer Term.
Over the past two weeks all form groups have thrown themselves into an Art Project with Mrs Thomas.
It has been wonderful to see everyone expressing themselves artistically, as well as producing some
outstanding work as Taylor in Mr Lowrie’s form has demonstrated. The attention to detail is amazing!
I cannot wait to display the finished versions throughout the Year 8 Bubble 

Last week we celebrated our ‘Home
Learning Heroes’ who demonstrated
between 80-100% engagement in their
lessons during lockdown. Well Done!

Taylor’s artwork… Fantastic!
This was another example of members of our year group striving to be the best versions of
themselves. Well done! Year 8 have spent time this week thinking about forgiveness as part of
our Lenten Reflection. We have discussed together how now more than ever it is important to
forgive and be kind to those around us in the Year 8 SMRCHS Family.

SMRCHS #TEAMYR9
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As soon as we arrived back at school in March we had the
honour of rewarding our amazing Year 9 students with
Amazon vouchers for their amazing hard work, working from
home:) Well done Year 9! #We are proud #God bless

YEAR 9 MEET TV SUPERSTAR,
MALIQUE THOMPSON-DWYER!

This March Year 9 have produced some amazing
work with Miss Ubadike in science in celebration of
British Science week! Well done Team Year 9,
amazing designs - great work!!

Team Year 9 were given the very exciting
opportunity to interview, via Zoom the famous TV
star Malique Thompson-Dwyer, best known for
playing the role of Prince McQueen in the top TV
show Hollyoaks.
This interview took place as part of our ongoing
mental health talk, acting and inspiring students
minds, sharing advice with our young people, giving
them hope and motivation. We thank Malique for
sharing his time with us.
 #smrchs #givingback #celeb @malique__

Malique Thompson-Dwyer, has starred in Hollyoaks, I’m a
Celebrity, Celebs Go Dating & Celebs on the Farm!

SMRCHS FAB NEWS!
Team Year 9 would love to thank Mr McCallion’s
friend for donating free Tees this week for our
special prize draw. It’s great to see clothing brands
giving back to schools and the community! Thank
you! Winners Irein, Harvey and Princess were
selected at random from our achievement points
run, well done to them!! ENJOY!!

This March two of our Year 9 students found a
mobile phone whilst walking to school.
They brought the phone into school and safely
handed it over to Mr Walker who passed it on to
our Attendance Team. We kept the phone safe at
school in the hope to hear from its owner.
Fortunately the owner phoned the school,
delighted to hear that the phone had been handed
in! When they collected the phone they praised
our school and the students. Fantastic work
Elizabeth and Precious for showcasing the values
of a good person! We are really proud of you!
The owner was so
pleased they rewarded
the students :)
Our pastoral team
notified their parents
who said how proud
they were of the girls.
Thank you to Vanessa
and Lee also for their support!

SMRCHS #TEAMYR10
SHARE YEAR 10s JOY!
Year 10 demonstrated their commitment to working
from home during lockdown. I was delighted to
hear so much good news about Year 10 and how
hard they have been working in their lessons.
Our virtual form time and assemblies were really
well attended and a brilliant way to keep in touch
with our Year 10 community.
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Learning from Home Heroes
Over 30 students were delivered their sweet
treats for their hard work during lock down. It
was really great to see you all during lockdown
and to congratulate you all on your hard work.

You have made us so proud!

IN SCIENCE...

Well done to Lacey runner up in the Women in
Science Poster competition along with Favour and
Charity for your entries...All students received an
Academic Excellence Award.

OUR YEAR 10 STARS...
The following students on our return were
rewarded with a cup cake nominated by their form
teacher for their amazing attitude. A wonderful end
to the week.

CUPCAKE
HEROES

SMRCHS #TEAMYR11
MS MATTHEW
CONTINUES TO BE
EXTREMELY PROUD...
I continue to be extremely proud of our Year 11
students and the resilience that they have
demonstrated throughout this year.
Engagement in remote learning significantly
increased after Christmas and I believe this is
testament to all the students and how committed
they are to working hard to achieve excellent
Teacher Assessed Grades. It is a year like no other and there are lots of ‘firsts’ for us all. In fact, we
have all been on a learning journey together and
this has to include you, as parents too. I would like
to take this opportunity to say ‘thank you’.
Your support does not go unnoticed :)
You should be very proud of your son or daughter
and please rest assured that we will continue to
support them for the rest of their time with us and
beyond.
Students have shown outstanding behaviour during
the recent PPEs and again this is testament to their
strength of character and belief in themselves.
I am sure that their hard work will be rewarded
when they get their results.
Please ensure that you have downloaded our
Edulink App which will enable you to be kept fully
up-to-date with any information we have to share
about your child’s final journey through school.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a
very happy Easter and hopefully the weather
improves so we can all get outdoors a little more
and enjoy some sunshine.
Here is a selection of photographs of awards
student received when we returned to school on
Monday 8th March 2021.
Thank you for your continued support.
Ms Matthew
Head of Year 11

29000
Achievement Points awarded
to Year 11 since September!

OUTSTANDING
ACHIEVEMENT!
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Save the Date...
Year 11 School Photographs:

THURSDAY 15TH APRIL 2021

Year 11 Celebration Party:

FRIDAY 9TH JULY 2021

Congratulations!
Many students achieved Head of Year and subject
awards when they returned to school in March.
FORENAME
Abigail
Bradley
Max
Daira
Daria
Peace
Lovis
Phoebe
Grace
Luke
Anna
Erin
Kunmi
Justyna
Richy
Niall
Lee
Joshua
Keane

SURNAME
Markisz
Spanswick
Sutton
Walsh
Walsh
Osunde
Amoateng
Coghlan Roles
Duffy
Birds
Nguyen
Styles
Jolayemi
Surzyn
Ewminghare
Meehan
Davison
McCleary
Mullery Gordon

FORM
11BMc
11BMc
11BMc
11BMc
11BMc
11CRd
11KKe
11KKE
11KKE
11LCo
11LCo
11LCo
11MBl
11MBl
11MSm
11MSm
11STa
11STa
11STa

SUBJECT
Religious Education
Head of Year
Science
PE
Head of Year
Enterprise
Computing
Design and Technology
English
Head of Year
Art
MFL
History
Music
Head of Year
Maths
Drama
Head of Year
Geography

FIND THE JOY @ ST MATTHEW’S ...
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LETTER FROM THE DEPUTY HEADTEACHER
This term I have continued to be amazed at the resilience of our students, parents and staff as we
have coped with the ongoing challenges posed by the current climate. The term began with rapid
plans being made, staff training organised and serious investment in IT equipment such as l laptops,
microphones and webcams, all to enable remote teaching and learning to take place. It has been
wonderful to see how quickly we all adapted to this and we thank parents and carers for the huge
amount of daily support which helped make this possible. Many of the new skills that we have learned
will be useful in the future and it is a very exciting time to be part of our school. In the last few weeks
of the term, as we have returned to full school, it has been wonderful to see those new skills being put
to various uses as staff work hard to make use of technology and involve all students, whether in the
classroom or at home.
We are proud of all our students, but at this time we are particularly proud of our Year 11 students,
who have returned to school with an outstanding attitude for their PPE examinations. Their focus and
determination to succeed is clear to see and sets a great standard for the rest of the school. Staff
have been working hard on finalising arrangements for the assessment procedures which have been
outlined by the government and we look forward to sharing further details with parents and students at
the start of next term. We are confident that despite the challenges of the last twelve months, all
students who work hard and produce good quality work will be rewarded on results day in August.
May I wish you all a happy and relaxing Easter break, and look forward to welcoming everyone back
in the Summer Term.
Mr S Atkin
Deputy Headteacher

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
WOMEN AND GIRLS IN SCIENCE
International Day of Women and
Girls in Science is a global
celebration of the contributions
of women and girls to STEM,
which took place on Thursday
11th February 2021.
To mark the occasion, the Science
Department devised a competition for students
to get involved with whilst working remotely.
We asked students to put together a piece of
work about women and girls in STEM who
inspire you. We were blown away by the
responses! We are so proud of everyone who
entered and helped us celebrate the
achievements of women and girls in STEM.
1st place - Precious 9MBn
Runners up - Lacey 10CHo
& Justyna 11MBl

Well done to everyone involved!
WINNING ENTRY BY PRECIOUS (9MBn)
7
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A Virtual Trip
to The
Globe Theatre

Theatres may have been closed during
lockdown but we ensured that our students
did not miss out on essential cultural
experiences!
Year 8s and 9s were treated to a virtual field trip
to The Globe Theatre where they had the
opportunity to watch dazzling performances of
Macbeth and Romeo and Juliet! They were also
tasked to write their very own review! Here is what
one of our Year 9 students, Nelson Nosakhare
Cambell thought of Macbeth…

A Review of Macbeth..
‘’Seeing the script integrated into a play, with
the various dramatic techniques, was amazing
and quite inspiring. The play was very fun to
watch, especially after weeks of monastic
analysis of the various aspects of the script.
Something that I learnt is that the implementing
o spontaneous twists within events such as
plays is often intriguing, such as the movement
of Birnam forest represented by the audience’s
overhead-transportation of a camo cloth,
Macbeth’s interaction with the audience and
humorous phrases like ‘you want these trainers,
don’t you’. Generally, humour relaxes any
tension, and is an excellent method of
effectively communicating a message to the
audience, and having it retained.’’
Best aspects: Acting, Cast, Music, Props,
Apparel.
Worst aspects: Setting

***COMPETITION**

15 DAY
ATTENDANCE
CHALLENGE!!!

HOW DO I WIN?
For 15 days come in and respect your learning,
think of the feast you could be earning!
Be in and on time for the 15 days up to
Easter to be in with a chance of winning...

2x £15 UBER EATS VOUCHERS
3x £20 NANDO’S VOUCHERS
Also… EVERY WEEK the
HIGHEST ATTENDING FORMS
will WIN CHOCOLATES!!!

C’MON! YOU CAN DO THIS!!!

ENGLISH
DEPARTMENT
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Celebrating Success in English...

KS3 CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION!
KS3 were given the opportunity to write their very own description of a creepy,
wicked or sinister character! Mrs Strickland received over 30 superb
submissions and had the difficult decision of selecting winners! After careful
deliberation the following winners were selected:
1st Prize Winner: Melissa Stewart
2nd Prize Winner: Jack Upton-Tomlinson
3rd Prize Winner: Soria Alexandra Pereira De Veiga
Winners were rewarded with Amazon vouchers for their incredible work!
Here are some snippets from the winners’ stories!

#1 It was creepy, very
creepy. It was obvious to
tell that he couldn’t do
anything about it. He felt
scarred all over, his
identity was a mix of
unidentified “things” that

#2 A cackle shrieked from
somewhere on the cliff as a cloaked
figure exited the dense forest. The
mysterious character walked to the

KS4 READING CLUB

ENGLISH

Extra-curricular activities such as Miss
Alexander’s Reading Club kept our KS4 students
busy during lockdown. Students discussed a
diverse range of works from gothic poetry by
Edgar Allen Poe to Greek epics such as The
Odyssey by Homer!

CHAMPIONS!

‘’Well done to Isabelle Tinker and
Lacey Inman for their insightful
discussions during reading club!’’
Miss Alexander

#3 His eyes were still and
black. His skin pale and
wrinkled. For hours he did not
move. Then, slowly, his thin lips
parted and a vile grin crept

Well done

FIRST

SECOND THIRD

YR7

Victoria N Emily B
7ZG
7ZG

Lucy E
7YE

YR8

Richard F Wilson D
8YF
8YF

Cayden C
8YI

YR9

Kehinde
O 9XI

Teigan
MP 9ZA

Maheen Z
9YP

YR1
0

Daniel I
10X1

Lacey I
10X1

Estelle A
10Y1

YR
11

Callum S
11Y4

Anna N
11Y4

Eliza B
11X3

MATHS

DEPARTMENT
PUZZLE CLUB
Puzzle Club is a weekly club that has been
running since for just over a month now. It
currently takes place on Google Meet on
Wednesdays at 3.45pm. It was set up by Mr
McCallion from our Maths Department. The club
was started as a response to pupil’s enthusiasm
for problem solving and their competitive nature.
Pupils were keen to look at further puzzles and test
their skills in other ways, outside of the
curriculum. Mr McCallion was also keen to find
some very willing and helpful assistance in
solving some of the puzzles and riddles that
stumped him! The club started as a remote
session which has evolved and will continue to
grow and evolve.
Puzzles and riddles offer many benefits;
improving and expanding the way our minds
tackling problems, building long lasting friendships
built upon shared interests, reducing stress and
anxiety, improving memory skills and your IQ and
most importantly having fun (and winning,
definitely winning). So here is an example of a
problem for you to sink your teeth into. Try this on
your own or with friends or family.
This is a Mr McCallion favourite!
Find the solution here: p.mccallion@smrchs.com

The Counterfeit Coin
You have eleven identical coins. A twelfth coin is
counterfeit (fake): it looks the same as the other
coins but it doesn’t weigh the same. You don’t
know If the counterfeit coin is heavier or lighter
than the others...
In three weighings of a balancing scale can you
identify the counterfeit coin and determine
whether it is lighter or heavier?
The above is an example of a practical problem,
a ‘hands on’ type of problem to overcome.
Attacking these types of problems will be one
facet to Puzzle Club. We have also had weeks that
focus on creative freedom given from the English
language through riddles, we have had maths inspired puzzles, geometry problems and logic problems. Once we are allowed, we are
looking to build towards playing strategy games in
school. What could be a more fun way to improve
your skills, grades and meet some new people
from all over the school?!
All ages and skill sets are welcome :)
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to
contact Mr McCallion: p.mccallion@smrchs.com

COLIN WRIGHT
Juggler and Maths Presenter
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Save the Date...
We are very aware that Y11 students may benefit
from some targeted mathematical enrichment to
help them to see the benefits of studying maths
post-16.
We are very fortunate that Colin Wright, juggler
and maths presenter, has agreed to do a free, one
hour presentation on Monday 29th March from
7-8pm. This will be repeated on Wednesday 31st
March 7-8pm. Colin is a very experienced and
highly sought-after presenter who students really
relate to and I have no doubt that any GCSE
Higher Tier student will find his talk engaging,
relevant and useful.
If you would like your students to take part in this
event, please sign up using the ‘Apply’ button on
the pages detailed here:

MONDAY 29th March
https://amsp.org.uk/events/details/8322

WEDNESDAY 31st March
https://amsp.org.uk/events/details/8323
The application form is a standard one for all
AMSP enrichment events: for the emergency
contact information, you can just fill in your own
details again. Once your application is complete,
I will contact you to explain how to register for the
Zoom webinar. The is no charge for this event.
I strongly encourage teachers to attend as well,
whilst recognizing that it is an evening event. I am
sure you will find it extremely interesting and
hopefully you will be able to discuss it with your
students afterwards, to reinforce the very positive
message about mathematics.
Many thanks for your support.
Abigail Bown
Area Coordinator | Advanced Mathematics
Support Programme | School of Mathematics
|Alan Turing Building |
The University of Manchester

SCIENCE

DEPARTMENT
Upon returning to school, we began celebrating

British Science Week
during our science lessons. The theme this year is
'innovating for the future'. Each class in KS3 has
taken part in a space-themed lesson,
creating posters about each of the planets in our
solar system. We have been amazed by the
enthusiasm pupils have shown towards learning
about our solar system.
Year 7 have also taken part in two additional
activities during science lessons. We have built our
own towers using spaghetti and
marshmallows and designed and launched our very
own rockets! We have had so much fun in all these
lessons, and we are so proud of how well you have
all worked.

HUMANITIES
DEPARTMENT

In Humanities during lockdown a competition was
created in association with Holocaust Memorial Day
2021. This year on Wednesday 27th January
(the anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz
Concentration Camp) people all around the world
took part in local and national ceremonies to
remember those that died in the Holocaust and
victims of genocide since 1945. This year they had
to be done remotely due to the pandemic. The
theme this year was ‘’be the Light in the darkness’’
Pupils were asked to design a memorial stone as a
symbol of remembrance. This follows the Jewish
tradition of laying stones of graves as a tribute to
loved ones who they have lost. We had some
excellent designs in particular from Natalie
Rosprimov in Year 9. Special mention to Micah
Noel Schrank Year 8 who created an excellent
PowerPoint on the significance of the Holocaust.

RE
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DEPARTMENT
On the return to school on the
8th March, the first Religious
Education lesson with Key
Stage 3 was on the theme of
Hope. This lesson was
designed to get the students
thinking about the hopes they have for the future
when the threat of Covid 19 has passed. They
learnt about the stories of people who have brought
hope to others and how that hope can bring
strength in difficult times.
Year 7 began a study of the Bible last half term
during which they learnt about famous Biblical
characters and what their stories can teach us.
They also had the opportunity to attend the new
Bible Stories extracurricular club led by Miss
Cooper which took place remotely in lockdown.
The club will now take place face to face as an after
school club, so students will be able to work
together investigating these stories in more creative
ways.
Year 8 continued their study of Islam on the return
to school and have continued learning about how
Muslims live out their faith after having studied their
beliefs while in lockdown.
Year 9 have been studying a unit of work called
Faith in Action which looks at inspirational people.
Through the study of a variety of people, including
Malala Yousefzai, Anne Frank, Oscar Romero and
Mother Teresa, the students have been learning to
recognise their responsibilities as God’s stewards
on a global scale. They have also been challenged
to understand how they can try to combat social
injustice in the world and how one individual can
make a difference to others.
Years 10 and 11 continued to work hard during
lockdown attending live and pre-recorded GCSE
lessons. They also had the opportunity to take part
in live assessments which were a highly successful
way of monitoring their progress.
We celebrated Ash Wednesday, the beginning of
Lent, during lockdown this year with a recorded
video liturgy created by Mrs Taylor. Even though
we could not all be together as a community, this
liturgy brought us together in prayer and reflection.
The liturgy included prayers read by students and
staff who were working in the provision and
colourful posters created by Year 7 students on the
Lenten themes of Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.
This liturgy reminded us that during this period we
are called to think of others and to reflect on how
we can be part of building a better world for all.
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

DEPARTMENT

TEXTILES

During remote learning we have been so proud
of the work many of our students have produced
for Art.
Each year group had a range of pre-recorded or
live lessons where they were set tasks from still
life compositions, tone, single line drawings and
work which is inspired by an artist.
Here is just a small selection of the work that
some of our artists have produced.
The Year 11s are now in their final stages of
completing the coursework ready to be
assessed.
Good luck Year 11 and well done!

Super Hero Project… Years 7 and 8 were set the
brief of designing an eco-friendly super hero. They
did some practice sketches and came up with ideas
for the name and logo too. We had some amazing
ideas come in from them and some of them were so
proud of the work they had managed to produce.
We are so happy to have them back in class but
really proud of what they did during lock down.

Our Key Stage 4 Textiles’ pupils have been
working extremely hard on designing ideas for
their coursework products.
With the theme of cultural patterns they have been
completing research and design ideas and as you
can see the work they have done looks amazing!
Year 11 have been working hard on making their
final designs - look out for the first finished
examples on social media soon. Huge well done
to Miss Raynes and all of the Textile pupils for the
hard work they hav put in.
Who knows?! One day some of these students will
use these skills to open their own enterprises!
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

DEPARTMENT
During the most recent remote learning the Year
10s were sent work booklets to start them
on planning for their Moving Image production
project.
Pupils are planning, filming and editing a moving
image production in order to build their digital
portfolio and show off their skills as media
producers. They are already full of great ideas for
TV adverts, music videos and informative mini
documentaries. The planning work they have
completed so far has been fantastic. Well done
Year 10!
Year 11 are currently working on a ‘Green for
Teens’ brief where they have to design and make
a media product that tells teenagers all about
global warming and explain ways they can adopt a
sustainable lifestyle.
The planning and design work they have
completed so far has been utterly amazing.
Not only are they focussed and hard working, they
are also making work that will help save the
planet! Keep up the great attitude and work Year
11 - you are nearly there!

FOOD

The Year 11s have been back in the food room
completing complex practical skills through cooking
up a range of dishes.
Pupils had to devise their meal ideas then create
them from scratch. They worked incredibly hard
with Miss Heery and mastered difficult dishes with
freshly made pasta, pastry, sauces and a range of
handmade breads.
Huge well done to them, it was amazing to see you
all back in action and so focussed. Keep up the
great work!

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

DEPARTMENT

RESISTANT MATERIALS

The Year 11s in RM were desperate to get back
into the workshop and start making prototype
models of the designs they had developed over
remote learning.
As you can see the standard of work is
exceptionally high and the first prototypes are
coming along really well. They will be coming into
school over the Easter holidays to use the
workshops and get their designs finished.
Well done and we can’t wait to see them finished!

MFL

DEPARTMENT

The MFL department are super impressed with the
engagement and resilience of all our students
during lockdown.
All our year groups have continued to work hard
and have strived to be the best versions of
themselves, completing screencasts, attending
weekly live lessons and returning your scores. You
adapted to the new ways of learning and your work
has paid off in the success we are seeing in our
PPEs and checkpoints!
Year 11 engagement in blended learning from
home was excellent and we are so proud of your
positive attitudes and determination to succeed in
French and German!

Year 9 have chosen their options and
we are looking forward to you starting
your GCSE courses in September! This
was done remotely and Mrs GyvesWalker enjoyed describing the benefits
of choosing a modern foreign language
via a screencast!

DRAMA
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DEPARTMENT

The Drama Team have hit the ground running this half
term, filming performances of the Component 2 Scripted
Monologues from Year 11 learners and group devising
rehearsal performances from our Year10 GCSE
students. We are also taking advantage of the
opportunity offered to us from the National Theatre. Our
GCSE learners have FREE access to 30 online live
performances through the National Theatre Collection.
This is facilitating preparations for the component 3
written PPE. Option choices are also looking positive
and numbers high following a successful ‘remote’ Yr9
parents’ evening.

Keep updated on all things DRAMA TEAM by
folling us on:
@SMRCHS_DRAMA

Be Brave. Take Risks. Create Great.

Check out our Instagram
account to see lots of examples
of MFL memes and
student work
@SMRCHS_MFL

PE

DEPARTMENT

From the very start of the recent lockdown while
the school building was closed to the majority of
our pupils the PE department were engaging pupils
both in theory lessons and fitness sessions.
Years 7, 8 and 9 had live lessons on the various
components of fitness and completed their relevant
tests to determine and analyse their own personal
levels of fitness. Pupils were then set a practical
fitness session to complete to help them maintain
their own physical and mental health and
wellbeing. In addition to this a Google form was set
to review the material covered in the lesson with
pupils showing very good subject knowledge and
understanding and also indicated that they were
very positive regarding their enjoyment and the
learning experience that the lessons provided.
On Fridays we held a live fitness session that was
offered to all Years 7,8 and 9 pupils and this was
hugely enjoyed by the pupils and PE staff that took
part and made for a great start to the weekend.
PE challenges were also set with staff sharing their
efforts on the department’s social media. This
included how many star jumps and keepie ups you
can do in a minute, the alternate hand wall toss test
for coordination and the squat Sally up Sally down
muscular endurance challenge.
Year 10 and 11 were provided with a choice of
practical fitness sessions that they could perform at
home without the need for specialist equipment so
that they were able to maintain and develop their
personal fitness alongside their academic subjects.
Cambridge National Sports Studies live lessons
were delivered so pupils could gain the knowledge
and understanding required for different elements
of their coursework and this continues to be a focus
alongside their PPEs now that we have returned to
school.
To finish I would like to personally thank the PE
staff for all their hard work during lockdown and say
a massive well done to all the pupils who engaged
with their remote learning so brilliantly. You made
the lessons and fitness sessions a pleasure to
teach and it has been awesome to see you all now
that we are back.
Mr Blair
Head of PE

BUSINESS UPDATE
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HEALTH & SAFETY

Health and safety is a key priority here at
St Matthew’s. We continually carry out all the
necessary compliancy checks on our buildings
and site as a whole, on a regular basis. All of our
staff and the pupils are aware of the reporting
system in place to help reduce any risks.
Currently on a weekly basis we are also
reviewing our Covid Risk Assessments along
with various other compliancy reports to ensure
the safety of all stakeholders.
In order to keep our pupils and staff safe we
have found it necessary to put in place some
additional health and safety measures in the
main school car park. The new system means
that once the car park is full the gate will be
closed in order to solve some serious
congestion problems at the busiest times
during the day.
Please can we also ask for your cooperation
when parking in the vicinity of the school and
outside the homes of local residents. Some of
our local community have reported several
occasions where poor parking has led to the
blocking of driveways. We continue to work in
conjunction with the local PCSOs to help make
our school and the surrounding areas a safe
place for our community and we would really
appreciate your assistance with this.
Thank you once again for your continued
support.
H. Kelly
Operations Business Manager
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If you are a student @ SMRCHS and you feel you need help or
support during school holidays email: confide@smrchs.com

There are many different agencies who can support children
and families throughout the holiday - they are all here to help.
Childline
0800 1111 (24 hrs)

Manchester Mind
0161 221 3054

Kooth
www.kooth.com

NSPCC
0808 800 5000 (24 hrs)

Chat Health
07507 330 205

Victim Support
0808 168 9111 (24 hrs)

Young Minds
0800 802 5544

Samaritans
116 123 (24 hrs)

Domestic Abuse Helpline
0161 6607999
Middleton Food Bank
0161 643 1163

Manchester
Community Response Helpline
0800 2346123
8.30am - 5.30pm

EASTER 2021

Edulink UPDATE
A BIG THANK YOU to all our parents who
are using Edulink to support our communication with you. 1201 parents logged in
to this platform, which means this method of communication supports us to connect with 1295 of our pupils! And this
number is still increasing. There are
many features on this app for you to use
and explore. In particular can I point out
to you ‘Forms’ and ‘Parents’ Evening’.
Forms: This section supports you to give permission for your child
to take part in certain activities. It also supports you to make applications for your child to take part in initiatives and events. In our
current context, this has been used to support pupil testing for
example – so this is one to keep an eye on.
Parents’ Evening: Throughout the year we are holding virtual
parents’ evenings. Year 11 and Year 8 have these events coming
up next half term. The only way to book appointments is through
this feature of our app. Please also keep an eye out for these
appointment booking windows opening.
Finally – we have had feedback from parents that the App
version of this platform supports them better than the desktop
because of the push notifications option. If you currently use a
desktop version – please consider downloading and using the
app, available on both Apple and Android devices.

Manchester Women’s Aid
0161 6607999
Mcr Central Food Bank
07928 412339

Never Alone #wecare
What have Mellors
got planned for us
this term???
April

May
June

July

