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NEWSLETTER SPRING 2022
(
Welcome to our 'Spring Term' newsletter.
As always, our staff have been keen to showcase and
celebrate the achievements of our students in the
newsletter. We hope you enjoy reading it.
It has been another busy term at St Matthew's, which has
seen us all focused on continuing to improve standards.
This newsletter is packed with achievements from across the
subject departments as well as each year group. We know
that great things happen in our school every single day, and
we enjoy sharing these with you all.
Next term we will continue to strive for excellence. Please
support us with our work. We have come a long way on our
improvement journey to date and are proud of what we
have achieved. We know that there is still work to do, and
that we must work together to achieve the best for our
students.
For now, let us celebrate the hard work and achievements
of the spring term. Have a lovely Easter, Mrs Murden

SMRCHS STUDENTS ARE DELIGHTED
WITH THE NEW REWARD SYSTEM!

ACHIEVEMENT POINTS = TOKENS

TOKENS = PRIZES

SMRCHS #TEAMYR7
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This term we have focused on ‘responsibility’. This focus has involved us
taking part in a wide array of activities!
We have started our Eco Group which is going really well. All year 7 have been fabulous and it has
been a pleasure watching them take care of our school environment and take responsibility and
pride in their actions and attitude towards our school.
This term year 7 made an important new visit to the exam hall. This went fantastically well! Our
very own year 11 Raising Standards Leader, Mrs Callison addressed our year 7s about the
responsibility that they have for their own learning and about how this responsibility starts now as
they embark on their journey to be the best version of themselves at St Matthew’s.
In year 7 our uniform standards are very high. Please see examples (below) of our amazing
students showcasing this. Don’t they look smart.
On Tuesday 08 March we celebrated International Women’s Day. We loved learning about stories
of inspirational women and their amazing accomplishments.
We must not forget the Geography Bake Off this term. This was a great success with students
producing fantastic, imaginative cakes. Well done to all the students who took part in this!
Mrs Bunn, Head of Year 7
Climatising to an exam environment following Covid. Well done year 7!

ENJOYING THE SUNSHINE... GO YEAR 7!!!

The Girls’ Year 8 Football Team are playing really well this term!

So smart in your uniform year 7 ☺

Towards the end of half term the weather has been beautiful so Mrs Bunn and year 7 have
been skipping and playing football in the sun. Our term will end with an Easter Movie
afternoon. Have a lovely break and look forward to the next term with team year 7.

SMRCHS #TEAMYR8
It has been a none stop half term in year 8.
At St Matthew’s we are taking vast steps towards Catholic Excellence. Our
Routines, Responsibilities and Rewards are apparent across the curriculum and the
school community.
With Easter upon us, year 8 are celebrating in many creative ways as we raise
money for the St. Joseph’s Penny Box Appeal throughout the season of Lent.
Students will be delivering Liturgy, especially as we approach Holy week. Across the
spring term much greatness has been achieved by the students, whether it has
been in their favourite lessons or in the true spirit of
interform competition. For all, hard work is paying off and a real stand out was the
fifty most improved ‘Effort and Engagement’ pupils.
Mr Walker, Head of Year 8

Celebrating Year 8 Student Achievement
Each day year 8 pupils thrive in their achievement in lessons. They earn a variety of awards such as pastoral points
for consistent attendance and uniform standards, Top Awards in lessons and achievement points for making
progress in lessons, and form tutor, head of year and Catholic awards for their contribution to whole school life.

E&E scores of 1 across the board!

Not only do we see high
standards in the classroom,
our students are thriving
within the extra-curriculum
and on subjects trips (see
picture to the right). Clubs are
always well attended and we
encourage more pupils to
expand and explore new
skills, whilst they develop
socially and mentally. Lastly,
our year 8s have more reward
trips, termly curriculum
awards and a new tuck shop
which they purchase a range
of goodies, from school
equipment to hoodies and
vouchers. Well done year 8.

8KMo (above) enjoy a feast of McDonalds for winning the interform dodgeball
and the well anticipated Mastermind took place, with well selected pupils taking
to the chair. Each interform event ensures all pupils have the opportunity show
off their talents and potential, with the long awaited ‘dance off’ coming up in
the summer term!

Thank you Ms. Quinn for a trip that had so much greatness!

Follow us:

@smrchs_year8

Year 8 experience ‘Van Gogh Alive’
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SMRCHS #TEAMYR9

4

What a busy term for year 9
At SMRCHS we were delighted to host The Year 9 Options Evening where it was
possible to welcome both students and parents back into St Matthew’s for our first
face to face event in two years. The school was buzzing with pupils asking questions
about future pathways and which subjects would be best for them to engage in.

Celebrating Year 9 Student Achievement
It has been great to see so many pupils achieving success across subject
areas. Working hard has been an expectation across the year group
throughout the spring term. Many pupils achieving achievement points,
Top Awards, and HOY postcards for making excellent progress in class. It
is great to see everyone back in school being successful. A particular
shout out to Keyla and Wilson who produced GCSE standard written work
in French. Mrs Gyves Walker was incredibly impressed. Well done!
Outside the classroom some year 9 pupils visited Edgehill University to
complete a maths challenge. All the pupils were engaged and enjoyed the
aspirational visit. Ms Wrigley, Head of Year 9

Year 9 Edge Hill University Trip
As part of the Edge Hill University Challenge, 11 students had a maths-filled day at Edge
Hill University. The students had a great time and the activities of the day included a
maths-themed treasure hunt exploring the campus, where students were given questions
hidden around the university and each answer correlated to the next building. Students
also completed problem solving activities, a mini maths challenge, and to finish the day
off, a parachute-drop competition. For the competition, each team had to make a
parachute to protect an egg. Each team’s egg and accompanying parachute was dropped
from a first-floor balcony with the winning team being the slowest fall with an uncracked
egg. The day gave the students the opportunity to explore the university and speak to the
current students. We are hoping this will become a regular trip so more of our St
Matthew’s pupils can explore the university.

Our year 9 football team are now
Greater Manchester Champions!
An amazing achievement, which
they did not make easy for
themselves, finally winning 3-2
against Manchester Grammar
School.
A great
team effort!

Keep it up year 9!

SMRCHS #TEAMYR10
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It has been another busy term and students have been taking part in lots of different activities to support them in
their future choices Post 16. We have also been lucky enough to have our very first face to face Year 10 Parents’
Evening and it was wonderful to see so many of you come to chat to your child’s teachers and support them
through KS4. We continue to strive for excellence and insist on high standards to ensure that your child is fulfilling
their potential and achieving to the best of their abilities.
I am organising an end of year 10 reward trip to Blackpool Pleasure Beach. Students have been set 3 targets to
meet between 28/03/2022 and 27/05/22. Full details below.
Also next term we will be organising taster days at Loreto & Xaverian College. Further details to follow.
We would like to wish you all a blessed and Holy Easter. Thank you for your continued support. Ms G Matthew,
Head of Year 10.

For regular updates on student’s work please follow us on Instagram at: Year10-SMRCHS

YEAR 10 HOMEWORK HEROES
New for this term has been our Year 10 Homework Heroes. Students completing 100% homework all received
certificates and sweets as a reward for all their excellent effort and engagement in completing their homework.

.

Year 10 End of Year Reward Trip Black-

ACHIEVEMENT POINTS
This term year 10 students have accumulated:

19,738 Achievement Points
HOW DO I GET AN INVITATION TO THIS TRIP???!!!
In the space of

MON 28 MARCH - FRI 27 MAY
I must have:

☺ 96% (or above) ATTENDANCE
☺ No more than X5 LATE TO SCHOOL marks
☺ No more than X3 C3s/WEEK

What an incredible achievement!
Since September this is :

44,211 Achievement Points… WOW!!!
We have awarded almost 150 equipment reward packs along
with over 400 Praise Postcards! Keep up the good work year
10 and remember ‘Always be the Best Version of You’.

During form time
students have been
taking part in
Project Post 16.
Students have researched courses and different routes
into the field of employment that they are interested in.
We have created a database using all this information
which will help our Careers Advisor, Val Worrall when
she starts to interview year 10 students next half-term.
Students have been very lucky to have Xaverian and
Loreto College visit the school and talk to them in
assembly about A Levels and future Post 16 options at
college.

SMRCHS #TEAMYR11
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Year 11 have enjoyed a busy term. They have shown
determination, resilience and pride both in lessons and
during extra curricular time.
Instagram @year11smrchs
Our class of 2022 have performed on stage,
created and prepared three course menus,
constructed furniture, designed and made
clothing and fully engaged in all their written
examinations. We could not be more proud of
them.

PPE READY!!!

DATES TO REMEMBER
11th April – 14th April

Easter Holidays
Friday April 29th @ 8.30am

Year Photo
Friday 24th June

End of Year

Project

Celebration

We are Year 11 and we ‘Create Great’!

LETTER FROM THE DEPUTY HEADTEACHER,
MR PASSARELLO
Thank you to all staff and students for supporting our termly
themes of Routines, Responsibility and Rewards. We all
know the importance of ensuring that standards are high
and that students are rewarded when they take ownership
of their actions.
We are building a community of the future and our message has been one that reflects how we have to
consider our actions today but also how they shape our future opportunities. In this respect it has been
very rewarding to see our year 11 receive acceptances for colleges and apprenticeships. In addition our
year 10s have started dialogue with Post-16 providers and the importance of the next few months has
been embraced. Our year 9s have also taken their GCSE options and have begun their journey towards
fulfilling their outstanding potential.
After the Easter break we will continue to insist on perfect uniform, improved manners and our biggest
drive will be on punctuality. It is vital that all students are in school on time and attend every day. There
is no greater joy for staff than to receive students each day who are ready to learn and follow our
expectations. Parents and carers, please continue to support us as we work with your child to strive for
Catholic excellence. If you require any
support over the holidays please email keyworker@smrchs.com

CHAPLAINCY
The Lenten period at St. Matthew’s began with our Ash
Wednesday service which was led remotely. This gave all
pupils an opportunity to observe the most important
period of the liturgical calendar. Pupils showed
reverence and respect throughout the service. Another
part of the service allowed them to challenge
themselves to make a promise to keep over the forty
days of Lent.
Throughout Lent pupils have also been set daily
challenges via the daily prayers, which all aim to create a
positive cultural ethos around the whole school. Behind
the scenes, forms have been raising money for St.
Joseph's Penny as part of our fundraising commitments
to Salford Diocese.
This term will culminate in our Easter Liturgies with the
focus on the Stations of the Cross. Pupils volunteered in
their numbers to a take lead with the services, showing
dedication to developing their spiritual life. Our GIFT
chaplains will be championing the weekly Gospels next
term, as the pupils continue to take responsibility for
their own faith life.

7

ENGLISH
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Literacy
Literacy has always been a priority in English, but we’ve
enjoyed huge progress recently, with our specialist
intervention programmes Arrow, Bedrock and Accelerated
Reader. Arrow intervention has been incredibly successful,
catapulting students’ reading ages and supporting students
to thrive, in English and beyond. Bedrock is now the bedrock
of KS3 students’ literacy lessons, with students enjoying this
engaging vocabulary programme in an English lesson and as
their homework. Many students have exceeded this and
have been rewarded generously with an enriched
vocabulary. Prizes have been abundant for Accelerated Reader too, with year seven students achieving lots of prizes for
their incredible reading efforts. Additionally, the reading
challenge is encouraging students across the school to
engage with books linked to all of their subjects.
Keep reading everyone!

Journalism
After a very successful reception of the first edition, the
SMRCHS Gazette team are preparing a bigger and better
second edition to be released after the Easter holidays. The
team has grown in size, confidence and skills. Students have
been conducting in person and phone interviews, developing
their journalistic skills. One student has enjoyed additional
podcast training through BBC Young Reporter, watch this
space for more news!

Sign Language
Miss F Bayode has been taking teaching communication to a
new level. “Sign & Snack” has taken place every fortnight for
Year 7s and Year 8s. Students have come along to learn basic
British Sign Language (BSL), play sign games and enjoy some
snacks. We have learnt how to sign the alphabet, names,
basic phrases and how to fingerspell a range of words
(including the Word of the Week!). We’ve had a different
focus over the term such as Valentine’s Day, World Book Day
and Easter and learnt a range of signs for these occasions.

Y11
Our Year 11s are working hard to prepare for their English
Language GCSE, hoping to replicate the success they enjoyed
in their English Literature GCSE last year. Some students have
been invited to the Easter School and Lesson Six has
continued to support students to fulfil their potential. We
wish students the very best of luck in all their exams.

THE STEM PROJECT
A joint collaborative project took place between the
science and maths departments with the goal of raising
awareness, and promoting STEM related careers.
On the 14th of March 2022 12 of our year 10 pupils
attended the New Scientist science fair at Manchester
central. They were introduced to numerous STEM
established works and future technology. Many of
them were able to relate their classroom learning to
real life work being carried out by the professionals.
Nik in particular who has an interest in computer
science realised he can work in STEM work sectors as
well as others. Our students also participated in a talk,
where they learnt to improve their long-term memory.
It was a brilliant experience for the pupils.
During the fair, our students were educated by Massey
Ferguson on the modern use of technology to monitor
vehicle’s health wirelessly, anywhere in the world.
They were also told about the apprenticeship
program that they currently run.
Our students were able to challenge their knowledge
on the human anatomy by identifying different types
of bones and joints. Success and Queensley did a
fantastic job with this task. Students had the
opportunity to explore our galaxy and also tasted
Astronaut’s Ice cream!
Students were motivated and enriched with a vast
amount of knowledge, and in the words of Nik, “We
need more trips like this”.
A lot of networking took place and we will be bringing
in some of the exhibitors to speak to our
pupils and carry out projects with them. Be on the
lookout for STEM work and trips taking place across
SMRCHS.
Names of students who took part:
Ruby Flood, Success Aiguokhian, Nathan Babala,
Rebecca OU, Daniel To, Max Middleton, Lois Lister,
Jayden Mwesigwa, Alina Aidoo, Nik Jozwiak,
Ademola Okunade, Harry Phythian-Ford, Queensley
Iduorobo

RE
Year 7 began a study of the Bible last half term during which studied about famous Biblical
characters and what their stories can teach us. They also discovered how to find Bible references
and how to use its teachings to give them inspiration and strength in their everyday lives. They
have now moved on to a study of the basic beliefs in Judaism which will support their study of
Judaism at GCSE.
Year 8 have been studying the Islamic faith. They have been learning about how Muslims live
out their faith and how their observance is both similar and different to Christianity. They have
recently begun their study of Alternative Religions which is an exploration of some lesser known
or minority faiths to deepen their awareness of differences in society.
Year 9 have been studying a unit of work on the Holocaust. This study gives students the
opportunity to understand issues of social justice and human rights. It also encourages them
to develop their empathy skills and moral compass.
Year 10 have begun their study of Judaism which is the second religion requirement of the GCSE
course. They have been learning about how Jewish people worship and about the beliefs they
hold. Students have been developing their analytical and critical thinking skills to enable them to
present a wide range of well-informed and reasonable arguments.
The department has finished teaching the GCSE Religious Education course to year 11 so we have
been revising for the PPEs and the GCSE exams which are so close now. The department has put
together a comprehensive and focused revision plan for the students to guide their studies in the
classroom and to aid their independent revision at home.

Year 10 students learning about the Tallit and the
Kippah which are worn by Jews during worship
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MFL
This term in MFL our pupils have made
fantastic progress in French, German and
Spanish at KS3 and KS4. Here are some
highlights from the term.
Follow our achievements on:
Instagram @ SMRCHS_mfl

ICT
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Computing Key Stage 3
Programming

Pupils in years 8 & 9 have been learning a new
language in Computing lessons… A computer
programming language called Python.
Pupils have been working towards creating their own
mini quizzes, looking at different types of questions,
adding variables and creating a scoring system.
Although the work hasn’t been easy our students
have all been working hard and creating some great
quizzes.
Jacob in year 8, who is proving to be quite the
programmer even delivered a little session to his
class. Not only demonstrating some of his work but
was also on hand to help pupils, who had any issues
with their code.

PERFORMING ARTS
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DRAMA CURRICULUM
This term has seen a great level of success from all learners within the drama department. KS3
have continued to strive to be the best version of themselves when looking at both devising
performances and developing scripts. While KS4 have achieved great success in the filming of
their Component 1 (year 10) and Component 2 (year 11) GCSE exams. All students have been
modelling excellence in the classrooms and following our mantra of… ‘We are SMRCHS Drama
and we CREATE GREAT!’ Well done all!

SCHOOL PRODUCTION Summer 2022
Annie Rehearsals...
Rehearsals for our school show ‘Annie’ are well under way and we
continue to see excellence from our talented students. Pupils from year 7
all the way through to year 11 have got involved with the production (not
just as actors, but as musicians and technical directors) and their
dedication is going to lead to a massive success. The performing arts
department are very proud! Tickets for our show (which takes place on
the 5th, 6th and 7th July) will be on sale very soon so don’t miss out!

MUSIC CURRICULUM
In February students from music and drama took part in an
overnight trip to London to see the blockbusting Disney musical
'The Lion King'. After some sightseeing, students from all year groups
arrived at the majestic Lyceum Theatre in Covent Garden. It was an
amazing show and our students were a credit to the school. The trip
was not yet over though as the following morning we headed to the
'Harry Potter Studio Tour' just outside London where students took
part in a workshop before spending over three exciting hours
exploring the various attractions inside the studio tour. Musicians
from all years, Music GCSE and BTEC students and Drama GCSE
students took part in the trip. It was a magical experience for
everyone involved.

12

YEAR 7

Yr8 cardboard flowers inspired by the artist Chris Gilmour

YEAR 9

Yr7 Basquiat inspired work based on current world issues

YEAR 8

YEAR 10
Yr9 Pop Art inspired plans for final pieces, inspired by their own
interests & artists Valerian Lenude and Mike Esparza

YEAR 10

Yr8 oil pastel work inspired by the artist Frances Treanor

Yr10 3D paper mache masks inspired by
different cultures from all around the world

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
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YEAR 7/Textiles

YEAR 11/Resistant Materials

In textiles year 7 pupils have been making tie dye
cushion covers and in year 8 fabric containers made
from recycled materials.

Year 11 pupils have been working incredibly hard to
complete their products for their coursework. The
standard of work this year has been so high and they
should be very proud of themselves!
Here’s a sample of the amazing work...

YEAR 7/Resistant Materials
In resistant materials and graphics year 7 students
have been learning how to use basic hand tools to
shape and finish acrylic keyrings. Other students
have been developing their ideas for a super hero
that educates young people on Climate Change.
Fantastic work year 7!

YEAR 11/Textiles
The year 11 textiles pupils have been working hard
completing their exam unit that involves designing a
range of textile products to be sold in a gift shop at a
food festival.

SPORTING NEWS
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In core PE lessons this half term the boys have been developing their skills and understanding in football during their outdoor lessons
and basketball and handball when inside. In all activities the boys have displayed enthusiastic and competitive attitudes enabling them
to produce some excellent individual and team performances.
Extra-curricular football, basketball and table tennis clubs have continued and have all been well attended.
Many inter-school competitive fixtures have also taken place with lots of our school teams making good progress towards and even in
the finals. Overall years 7-11 have played a total of 75 football matches since September 2021 and have a phenomenal win rate of
72%. These wins have led to the following results:
English Schools Cup
Year 11s reached the 5th round with the Year 8s going two better and getting through to the 7 th round which is in the last 32 in the
country.
Greater Manchester County Cup
Years 7 and 9 have both made the County Finals that are potentially going to be held at Boundary Park, the home of Oldham Athletic in
May, while the year 11s lost 4-3 in extra time in their semi-final. The year 8s lost in the semi-final of the County Plate while the Year 10s
are due to play their plate semi-final later this half term.
Manchester Cup
It has been a tough year in the Manchester Cup this year with our year 8, 10 and 11s going out in their 1 st round fixtures. The year 7s did
one better but then lost on penalties in their 2 nd round game. However the year 9s, who are the defending the Year 7 Manchester
Champions from 2020 went all the way again to beat Parrswood 3-2 in the final at MGS to become Manchester Champions for 2022 and
kept their undefeated record going in this competition.
Catholic Cup
While the year 7s went out in round 1 and the year 11s in their semi-final we are still making progress with our year 9 and 10 teams who
are both in the semi finals while our year 8 team have already booked their place in the final and await their opposition.
Manchester Leagues
In the league matches there have been some excellent results across the different year groups with all players in the squads seeing time
on the pitch. Currently year 7s have three wins and two loses, year 8 have two wins and two loses, year 9s are unbeaten with four wins
and one to play, year 10s have three wins and a draw which could get them into the final and year 11s with a win and a draw.
Our year 8 football team also went to Manchester United’s Cliff training complex to compete in a tournament where they narrowly
finished 2nd with two wins, two draws and one loss.
And Finally, for this half term our year 10 rugby team attended a development tournament at Manchester Enterprise Academy. They all
played extremely well drawing with Parrswood and beating MEA in a very competitive match.
Congratulations to all pupils and staff involved and we keep our fingers cross for the remaining fixtures and athletics competitions that
start in the summer term. Mr Blair/Head of PE

Girls Competition Roundup
Last half term girls’ PE focused on basketball and football in their
lessons learning new skills and drills and then moving on to games.
This half term the focus has been on table tennis which is a new
sport for the girls and they then revisited netball working on full
court games. After Easter with the hope of some nice weather we
will be starting rounders, athletics and some ultimate frisbee. Extracurricular clubs will include netball training and athletics training/
competitions. We will be hosting the Primary Manchester Schools Hi
5 Netball Tournaments (inspire and excel) on 26th April and 3rd May.

Girls’ Sports Results
Well done to the year 7 football team who played in their first
tournament in the KS3 inspire football league held at Wright
Robinson school. They won an incredible 4 out of their 5 matches
played. Good luck to the girls who play in the quarter final of the
Manchester Cup game against King David this week at home.

THE HIVE
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This term we had the first session of our ‘Autism in Schools’ pilot
meeting. We had a fantastic response from the parents and carers
and we are looking forward to our next session after Easter. This
scheme is a great way for other parents to support each other as well
as enabling us to work effectively together, all for the benefit of our
pupils.
28th March - 3rd April was World Autism Acceptance Week. This was
to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the National Autistic Society.
Miss Eckersall and the LSC pupils organised a bake sale at break and
lunch on Tuesday 29th March and raised over £70. They also did a
sponsored run/walk/hop on Friday 1st April.
So far they have raised a staggering £279 and
it’s not too late to donate if you would like to!!
Thank you to everyone for their support.

INTERVENTION FOR LITERACY AND NUMERACY
Our interventions for literacy and numeracy continue to produce excellent results. We use the latest technology
platforms to improve vocabulary and phonics awareness so that pupils can better engage with reading.
‘A child who reads becomes an adult who thinks’.

7 Green continue to thrive…
Take a look at some of their fantastic work.

YEAR 10 EVENTS GROUP
The Year 10 Events Group recently took a trip to Forest School in Derbyshire to learn
new skills in the great outdoors. One pupil said it was the ’best trip of their life’.

Expecto Patronum…
Our SMRCHS year 10 drama students took part in a very exciting trip to the magical
‘Making of Harry Potter’ tour. What an incredible experience actually being in the studio!
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SAVIO’S SCIENCE

All our facilities can now be booked
online with each facility page having detailed information about what we have
available. Should you wish to clarify anything, please contact EDU Lettings on:

0333 102 3003
https://bookings.edu-lettings.org/
manchester/edu-st-matthew-s-rc-highschool

If you are a student @ SMRCHS and you feel you need help or
support during school holidays email: confide@smrchs.com

If you feel unable to reach out to a loved one
or speak to the school there are many other avenues
of support for you. We recommend the ones below.
Childline
0800 1111 (24 hrs)

Manchester Mind
0161 221 3054

Kooth
www.kooth.com

NSPCC
0808 800 5000 (24 hrs)

Chat Health
07507 330 205

Victim Support
0808 168 9111 (24 hrs)

Young Minds
0800 802 5544

Samaritans
116 123 (24 hrs)

Domestic Abuse Helpline
0161 660 7999
Middleton Food Bank
0161 643 1163

EASTER 2022

Manchester
Community Response Helpline
0800 234 6123
8.30am - 5.30pm

Manchester Women’s Aid
0161 6607999
Mcr Central Food Bank
07928 412 339

Never Alone #wecare

