
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARTNERSHIP NEWSLETTER HT1 2022 

St Matthew’s Roman Catholic High School                                                                                                 
Voluntary Academy We Pray, We Care, We Achieve                  

Message from our Headteacher 
Welcome to our first edition of the ‘Partnership Newsletter’ for this year.  

We have been so thrilled to have been in touch with some of our past 
students, so they could share their experiences and advice to our future 
year 7 students. I hope you enjoy reading about the future careers they 
have ahead of them, following their time at our schools.  

This half term, our year 7 students have settled in very well indeed. They 
look smart, and are enjoying their variety of lessons. They have been  
particularly keen to attend our extra-curricular clubs. We have a bumper 
year for this, with 27 clubs been offered at the moment, and more 
planned for later in the year.  

Thank you to everyone who attended our ‘Open Morning’ or ‘Open Evening.’ We have received very 
positive feedback about how these events have helped to shape your decisions regarding joining St 
Matthew’s in the future. If you ever want to come in to have a look round our school, you are      
welcome to do this any time. Please make an appointment in advance, so our staff are able to        
commit the time for this.  

St Matthew’s was built in 1977, and was created so that the journey of education would continue 
from primary into secondary. Working in partnership this year has allowed us to get to know our  
future students and their families before they join us in year 7. We have been delighted to welcome 
more students from our partner primary schools this year, than in previous years. Thank you for  
supporting the work we are doing to continue to bring standards of excellence to our community.  

Finally, many of you may remember Mr McNulty, who was Headteacher here for a number of years. 
He was an inspirational gentleman, who had a positive impact on so many students and staff in his 
care. Unfortunately, we heard the news last week that he has passed away. In school, we have 
opened a book of condolence which we will pass to his family after the funeral. You are all welcome 
to come to school and leave a message for his family. May he rest in peace.  

Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter.  

Mrs Murden   

We Pray, We Care, We Achieve 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  We Pray, We Care, We Achieve 

SMRCHS NEW YEAR 7s ARE SETTLING IN REALLY WELL! 

 

  

St Dunstan’s RC Primary School St John Bosco RC Primary School 

  

St Margaret Mary’s RC Primary School St Edmund’s RC Primary School 

  

Christ the King RC Primary School Mount Carmel RC Primary School 

Our year 7 pupils have settled in really well to life at St. 
Matthew’s. They are looking really smart in their new        
uniforms and are enjoying life at high school. This is a joy to 
see everyday. Pupils are focussed on their learning and also 
getting involved in many of our extra curricular activities. 
Our extra curricular activity offer can be seen in this edition 
of our newsletter. 



JOE GERZSEI ELLIE MOFFATT 

Attended: St Margaret Mary’s RC Primary School                                                        
Attended: St Matthew’s RC High School 
My favourite thing about primary school…                                                  
I loved the PE lessons as I could  play with my 
friends. 
Further Education: Hopwood Hall                                                                               
I am studying Electric Engineering 
Next Steps… I am going to do a degree                          
apprenticeship at an engineering workplace. 
Advice… My advice for the new year 7s would be to 
try and talk to as many people as you can and to  
enjoy yourself. 

Ellie Moffatt 
Attended: St Margaret Mary’s RC Primary School                                                        
Attended: St Matthew’s RC High School 
What I enjoyed about primary school…                                              
A golden time :) 
What I enjoyed about high school…                                                        
The support and friendliness of teachers 
Further Education:  Oldham Sixth Form College / Studying 
law, psychology and sociology (also did French for a year) 
Next steps... Law degree or solicitor degree apprenticeship 
Advice… Be yourself and be confident, make new friends 
and put yourself out there. Work hard for what you want 
but also make sure you have time for yourself and have 
fun !!! 

DARIA WALSH & BETHANY CARNEY 

Daria Walsh 
Attended: Mount Carmel RC Primary School                                                        
Attended: St Matthew’s RC High School 
What I enjoyed about primary school…                                                               
Provided a social foundation and network of good friends who I 
was able to move up to high school with 
What I enjoyed about high school…                                                         
Gaining independence which you don’t have at primary like  
moving between lessons 
Further Education:  I am currently in my second year at  Xaverian     
College studying English Literature, Geography and Criminology 
Next steps... Going to university to study English Literature 
Advice… Don’t feel pressure to be like others. Be yourself and 

                                     

 

 

 

CHELSEA CABRIEL 

Attended: Christ the King RC Primary School                                                        
Attended: St Matthew’s RC High School 
What I enjoyed about primary school…                                             
The whole journey! Firstly learning how to improve my English as 
a child, the super fun lessons to finding friends for life. The  
teachers were all supportive and friendly which made it even 
more enjoyable.                                                                                                      
What I enjoyed about high school…                                                         
Picking my own subjects for GCSEs, I really enjoyed Performing 
Arts where I was able to express my feelings and emotions. 
Health and Social too which has led me to the course I am           
currently doing at university. 
Further Education: Loreto College 
My subjects were Health and Social Care, Psychology and           
Sociology. Currently the University of Salford 
I am in my 3rd year of my BSc Children and Young Person’s         
Nursing course.                                                                                               
Next steps... To graduate, be a general nurse, then take on a 
specialist role and by God’s Grace move up to managers role & 
much higher! 
Advice… Advice to a year 6 making their high school choice :        
The most important advice I can give you is to go where your 
heart takes you. Do your research on schools, pick somewhere 
with the same qualities as your current primary school. It will all 
be worth it! 

Bethany Carney                                                                               
Attended: Mount Carmel RC Primary School                                                        
Attended: St Matthew’s RC High School 
What I enjoyed about primary school…                                               
I enjoyed the lessons and playing at break. 
What I enjoyed about high school…                                                        
The people you meet and the different choice of lessons. 
Further Education:  Xaverian College / Geography, Biology 
and Psychology 
Next steps... University 
Advice… Enjoy being with your friends and make the most 
of the lessons - try your hardest! 

SEE THE BRIGHT FUTURES OF OUR PAST STUDENTS... 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  We Pray, We Care, We Achieve 

EDWARD KANGAH 

 

PAULA SOKOLOWSKA 
 

ABBIE CALLAGHAN 

 

Attended: St Dunstan’s RC Primary School                                                                                      
Attended: St Matthew’s RC High School 
What I enjoyed about primary school…                                                                                                   
I enjoyed learning a variety of subjects which helped me discover my favourites 
and shape my career 
What I enjoyed about high school…                                                                                                          
The teachers were all so helpful and supportive and I really enjoyed my subjects 
but most importantly I have made my best friends for life who I still talk to every 
single day. 
Further Education: I went to Loreto Sixth Form and studied biology, chemistry 
and French / University: I went to the University of Manchester and I have now 
graduated with a first class degree in midwifery. I’ve just started my job as a     
registered midwife at a local hospital. In the future I would like to explore                
specialist roles within my career. 
Advice... to a Yr6 making their high school choice: Don’t be scared to talk to new 
people in your classes, they’re just as nervous as you are! Be yourself and enjoy 
having a variety of subjects to help you figure out your passions. 

Attended: St Dunstan’s RC Primary School                                                                 
Attended: St Matthew’s RC High School 
What I enjoyed about primary school…                                                                                                   
Being with my friends 
What I enjoyed about high school…                                                                                                   
Being offered lots of new opportunities and subjects to take part in 
further Education: I went to Xaverian College.  I studied Psychology, Law and Art 
University: I am at the University of Salford studying Fine Art.  When I graduate I 
am hoping to work in galleries, curating and exhibiting in them. 
Advice...  Advice to a year 6 making their high school choice:                                          
Go to open days to get a feel for different schools and their subjects so that you 
can make the best choice for yourself. 

Attended: St Mary’s RC Primary School                                                                                      
Attended: St Matthew’s RC High School 
What I enjoyed about primary school…                                                                                                   
The great teaching staff 
What I enjoyed about high school…                                                                                                    
Playing sports and making friends I’m still close to today! 
Further Education: I went to Loreto Sixth form College and studied biology,            
chemistry and maths. 
University: Newcastle University studying Biomedical sciences. I am currently 
working as a chemist but am studying towards a future in IT. 
Advice…  
Advice to a year 6 making their high school choice: Don’t be afraid to go to a school 
where not many of your primary school friends are going. I went to St Matthew’s 
and met so many new wonderful people! 

SEE THE BRIGHT FUTURES OF OUR PAST STUDENTS... 



OLIVIA WALSH 

 

CATIE CONWELL 
  

CALLUM PEREZ MONTES 

 

Attended: St Mount Carmel RC Primary School                                                                                  
Attended: St Matthew’s RC High School 
What I enjoyed about primary school…                                                                                                   
I really liked my teachers. 
What I enjoyed about high school…                                                                                                   
Making friends who have remained my best friends years later and 
developing my confidence and knowledge! 
Further Education: Loreto Sixth Form where I studied Biology,         
Chemistry and German followed by the University of Salford studying 
Children’s Nursing. I am due to qualify next September and can’t wait 
to start my career! 
Advice... To a year 6 making their high school choice: Work hard and 
always try your best to give yourself the best opportunities later in   
life - you’ll thank yourself! 

Attended: St Mount Carmel RC Primary School                                                                                  
Attended: St Matthew’s RC High School 
What I enjoyed about primary school…                                                                                                   
I enjoyed the school trips and break time where I could play with my 
friends. 
What I enjoyed about high school…                                                                                                   
Making new friends and seeing what subjects I enjoyed which made 
picking  subjects at college easier. 
Further Education: Loreto College where I studied English literature, 
history and sociology. 
University: Leeds Beckett University where I studied English                  
literature. I currently have a part time job but I’m looking for            
another job where I can use my university degree. 
Advice…  to a year 6 making their high school choice: pick a high 
school you want to go to and don’t be nervous 

Attended: St Margaret Mary’s RC Primary School                                                                                      
Attended: St Matthew’s RC High School 
What I enjoyed about primary school…                                                                                                   
Taking part in the group activities. 
What I enjoyed about high school…                                                                                                   
Having a good group of friends around everyday. 
Further Education: I went to Loreto College and I studied computer                
science, statistics and business studies. 
University: I didn't go to university, instead I did an apprenticeship that                  
allowed me to gain experience in the role I wanted in my future which 
was to be a IT engineer. 
Advice... to a year 6 making their high school choice: Choose the school 
that makes you feel most comfortable with who you are. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  We Pray, We Care, We Achieve 

13 boys, including myself went to St. Pauls R.C High School to represent our school in our 
first football match of the year in the Manchester Cup. We played so well, as if we had 
been playing together for years.  

We won the match 10-3 and it felt good to bring honour to the school in something we 
loved to do and in the knowledge that we had done a good job. 

On Wednesday, we played again at home, which was uplifting because we were familiar 
with the pitch and had our friends and families watching. 

Though this side looked tough  we did not think of that as too much of a problem, having 
tall and strong players, as much are fast and skilful players. 

Although the opposition had very good players, our defenders pocketed them so they 
meant no harm to us. We finished with a result of 5-1. 

For a team which had formed just over a month ago, it was safe to say we had adapted to 
each over very quickly and had played like a proper team. 

By Year 7 Student: Yordanos 

YEAR 7 UP DATES... 

SMRCHS Year 7 Football Team 



Year 7 are fitting in perfectly and their form tutors are completely astonished by their behaviour 
and attitude towards their work. They have loved the school and everything about it.  

Here are some of the teacher’s comments... 

“7CAL are a wonderful form! It’s been great getting to know them and I look forward to seeing 
them flourish this year.”  

“7DPa have made such a strong start to the year. With bravery, kindness and resilience, they really 
do embody the SMRCHS way! It is such a pleasure to be their form tutor and I can’t wait to see all 
of their triumphs over the rest of the year.”  

“What a fantastic start to the year, 7STA! We’ve been keeping our standards really high, and I     
really look forward to seeing you all in form every morning. I know we are going have an               
INCREDIBLE year!”  

“7EST are a fantastic form – they are learning to work well as a team and I feel very lucky to have a 
group of such wonderful students in my form!”  

“7RCH are growing and developing through advice and reflection. I am extremely impressed with 
their resilience and look forward to building role models and leaders next term.” 

Mrs Bunn is very excited for this year and the future! 

Year seven students have just received their bronze reward and they are now thrilled with their 
pick outs? On offer were sweets, books and pens. 

There are lots of exciting things to look forward to after the holidays too. 

By Year 7 Student: Sophie 

KS3 EXTRA CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  We Pray, We Care, We Achieve 

Thank you to everyone who attended and supported our Open Events during the first half term. 

Mrs Walsh and Mr Jordan visited our six partner primary school and invited all pupils from years 
5 and 6 to each of our events.  

We held four Open Mornings and our annual Open Evening took place on the 6th October. 

It was  fabulous to welcome you to our school community and give you an opportunity to meet 
our amazing  pupils and staff. 

We have also had the pleasure of attending each of our Partner Primary Parents Evenings over 
the last couple of weeks to answer any of your questions about moving up to high school.          
Thank you for the warm welcome that we received. 

        Smrchs open Events 2022



Smrchs open Events 2022 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  We Pray, We Care, We Achieve 

FROM OUR YEAR 7s TO THE YEAR 6s... 

I was scared of going into Year 7 and now it’s just 

normal. I know you feel scared, nervous and even a 

bit sad, however it isn’t as scary as it looks like. It 

might be exciting to go to a new school and to be 

honest it really is. You could be nervous about  

making new friends if all of yours are going to a 

different school, but there will be new people who 

have the same interests of you and you will       

become quick friends. You will be alright. It won’t 

feel unknown as you will be quick at making this 

school your school.. 
Ava, St Margaret Mary’s  

 

Boy or girl, try to get on to the 

football team because it feels 

good to represent your school 

in something you love to do. 
Yordanos, Christ the King 

 

Secondary school is 

not something to  

worry about! I’m sure 

you will make lots of 

friends. 
Lennie, St Dunstans 

. 
Dolande, St Mary’s C of E Primary School 

 

 

Year 7 is pret ty much 
Year 6 wi t h a twist! Af ter 
a few days, you’ll know 
your way round.  
John, Moston Lane  

Oscar, Moston Lane

Caiden, St Margaret Mary’s 



Ocean, Christ the King  

 

The Year Seven pupils (and all of us at 

St Matthew’s) are excited to welcome 

our new students to the school. The 

first few weeks have been brilliant and 

we are proud to be part of the 

SMRCHS family. 
Harry 

 

I wouldn’t worry about getting lost 

because in your first week you get 

guided around the school. If you 

want to get on the football team 

but didn’t get on it, you can still go 

to training after school. 
Student from St Margaret Mary’s 

 

Don’t worry about high school, there 

are many kind and helpful teachers who 

can help you around school. One of my 

favourite lessons is food tech, you get 

to make delicious foods. Maybe you could 

find a new hobby in one of the clubs. 

Good Luck!  
Darcie-Mae, Christ the King 

 

At first, I was frightened to come to 

High School but you will get used to it. 

Just keep your head down and focus on 

your school work and don’t worry about 

anything.  
Maisie, St Margaret Mary’s 

 

Trust me when I say this but you will 

make friends a lot easier than you 

think. I made a friend in the first hour 

of my first day.  
Arlo, St Willibrord’s 

 

Don’t worry bout your 

class: you will make 

friends all the time.  
Kaden, Christ the King  

 

Get involved in all t he sports           

such as cross country                    

and foot ball!  
Archie, St Margaret Mary’s  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  We Pray, We Care, We Achieve 

The SMRCHS Learners Award recognises and celebrates the personal             
achievements and commitment to the St. Matthew’s community. 

Stage 1 - Bronze Award (September) 

Stage 2 - Silver Award (Term 1) 

Stage 3 - Gold Award (Term 2) 

Stage 4 – Platinum Award (Term 3) 

39 students received the Bronze Award at the end of September, an amazing 
start to their St. Matthew’s journey. 

SMRCHS LEARNERS AWARDS 2022-2023 

SMRCHS Primary Sports Competition 
In half term 2 we are looking forward to starting our Partnership Sports             
competition. Each school will be taking part in one sporting event each half term. 
We look forward to the first event (Cross Country) which will take place on 10th 
November.  


