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Message from our Headteacher 

Dear All  
 
Welcome to the next edition of our ‘Partnership Newsletter.’  
 
We are excited to share the great work that is happening here at St Matthew’s with you all.  
 
In this edition of the newsletter, we have asked some of our past pupils from our feeder primary 
schools, to give us their words of advice to our future students. The class of 2021 achieved the best 
results we have had so far. We were delighted to celebrate these results with our students and their 
families in August, and we look forward to hearing from them as they continue on their journey of 
education or employment.  
 
We have also been asking some of our new students what life has been like for them as they have 
begun their journey with us. The class of 2026 have had a brilliant start, and are settling in well. They 
are making the most of all that is on offer to them here at St Matthew’s.  
 
Finally, we have shared dates of our bespoke open mornings, and our 
open evening which takes place on 7th October. We look forward to  
welcoming you to our school, so that you can see for  yourselves how 
we are improving standards on our journey towards Catholic             
excellence.   
 
I look forward to meeting you soon, 
 
Mrs Murden 

 



Previous students from our partner primary 

schools offer some words of advice to our  

potential future St Matthew’s cohort 

Berta Kelba, Mount Carmel RC Primary School - Senior Prefect 

Success Eduan, St John Bosco RC Primary School—Head Girl 

Mia Jackson, Christ the King RC Primary School - Deputy Head Girl 

Ellie Moffatt, St Margaret Mary’s RC Primary School 

 

Farrah Ryan Grant, St Dunstan’s RC Primary School—Anti-Bullying Ambassador 

Fiona Aidoo, St Edmund’s RC Primary School 

“Be brave because I wasn’t in Year 7, ask questions because the teachers don’t 
bite so being brave is important. My highlight was getting involved in the sports 
because without the school I wouldn't be where I am today. Education is a big 

part of your career but I also want to carry on with the athletics as I move          
forward.” 

“Don’t mess around and always put 100% into your school work 
even if you think it doesn't matter. I’m going to College to study 

maths, business and medial and hopefully  plan to study Business 
Management at Uni.” 

“Enjoy your time whilst it matter, especially in Year 7, 8 and 9 because it 

just goes so fast. My highlight has been the friendships I have made and 

the relationships with teachers, they are what really gets your through. I 

am hoping to study Midwifery at University.” 

“Don’t stress about thigs because everything works out alright. One of my   

highlights at St Matthew’s as the school trip to Barcelona and I am hoping to 

become Lawyer.” 

“My advice would is to be more confident and to believe in yourself more, working hard at 

school. I met amazing friends  and new teachers at St Matthew’s, it has been amazing. I want 

to go to University to study Law.” 

“Appreciate the time you have because it will go by so fast. I have really enjoyed 

my lessons and the way teachers interact with the students. I also would like to 

become a solicitor/lawyer after studying at University.” 



Layi Ladoja, St Edmund’s RC Primary School - Head Boy 

Richard Ubege, St Dunstan’s RC Primary School 

Lewis Blagg, Mount Carmel RC Primary School 

Oyas Osazuwa, Christ the King RC Primary School 

Cara Fagan, St Margaret Mary’s RC Primary School 

Giula Killough, St Dunstan’s RC Primary School 

“I would try more things and not let  the ‘what ifs and maybes’ stop me from trying new 
things. Always be the best version of yourself. Year 11 was my highlight , I worked hard, 

which led to great results and I’ve had a lot of fun too. I want to have a career where I am 
happy and content.” 

“Put 100% effort into everything because you wont regret it. If you 

don’t work your hardest it will impact your future. My results were 

my highlight because I could actually see what my hard work had 

done and I am very happy. My future aspirations are to become a 

Doctor” 

“Get your head down and enjoy your time at school because it goes so fast. It only 

feels like yesterday when I started. Focus on your learning and get good results. I  

enjoyed school and have a fun time, but took it seriously.  I am going to complete a 

three year apprenticeship in engineering.” 

“Use the time you have got a high school, five years just flies by. My highlight at St Matthew’s 

was also results day, I am very happy.” 

“Work hard and don’t take high school for granted, enjoy school while you can. I have met new 

people and have enjoyed the whole experience, it has been great. “ 

“Believe in your own abilities more and don’t put so much pressure on yourself because hard 

work pays off. My highlight at St Matthew’s has been taking part in extra-curricular music be-

cause I have made such good friends and it really was fun. I hope to become a doctor but really 

want to be happy.” 

Daria Walsh, Mount Carmel RC Primary School - Senior Prefect 

“Don’t be too shy and don’t be afraid to speak up if you get things wrong because that’s how you 

learn. It doesn't mater if you get anything wrong first time. I have enjoyed getting involved in 

sporting activities and people through the sports team. I plan to go to College an see where that 

leads me.” 



How we have found Our first week as St. Matthew’s pupils  
Year 7 pupils have 
settled in really 
well to their new 
classes. Here are 
some of their 
thoughts on their 
first week as a St.        

Matthew’s learner : 
“During my first 

week at St. Matthew’s , I feel that I have a achieved a lot ! I 
have made so many new friends, learned new things in lots of 
subjects , I have joined extra curricular clubs and feel very wel-
come.” 
“High school is great, it's just like I imagined. I played basketball yesterday and I lost but it was still fun and I 
want to join the netball team. My favourite subjects are History and RE." 
“St Matthew's is amazing! I enjoy it so much. For starters, the lunch is amazing and so are the teachers. P.S. I 
am enjoying it." 

"I am really enjoying St Matthew's so far and I have had so 

much fun. It's very different from primary school and there's 

a lot more people. Going to high school and adjusting to the 

new timetable was easier than I thought and there is a lot 

more things to do. I've made a lot of friends and met a lot of 

new people. I have got used to everything so far and I'm very 

happy at my new school." 

"High school is very complicated but fun. I got used to it after 

a few days, but it's very different from primary school. My   

favourite subjects are science and drama." 

“Yr 6 – I hope you enjoy your final year in primary school. The 
teachers are supportive here and it has been good so far” 

“I have really enjoyed the first few weeks of high school. I have 
made loads of new friends and the staff are really nice.” 

“ I feel safe and 
very secure. I am 
happy that I have 
settled in well 
and I find all the subjects interesting” 

 
 

We are looking forward to seeing Year 5 and 
Year 6 form our primary schools when they visit us on the 
Open mornings in the coming weeks. 

  

 
 

Some of our new year 7 students share 
their experiences of their first few weeks at 

St Matthews... 



Some of the work pupils completed during Summer 

school is on display in our Year 7 building. Including 

our belonging tree and our stained glass window. 

Year 7 Extra Curricular activities at St. Matthew’s  

Our Year 7 pupils are 

enjoying joining in 

many of our extra    

curricular activities. 

Book club is open to    

pupils which is on 

every morning from 8 

am .  
Year 7 Pupils are getting involved in all  

aspects of school life. They have been   

really busy in the PE department with   

football trials for the boys and girls 

teams. Netball team trails, Basketball 

trails. 

Pupils can also join sports activities at 

lunchtime which include table tennis 

and basketball as well as team         

practices. 

We have many extra curricular 

opportunities for pupils which  

include homework clubs,   

baking club, science club, 

choir and music lessons  

 During the Summer 

holidays 100 Year 6      

pupils joined us for 5 

days  to support their 

transition to St. 

Matthew’s. Summer 

school gave the pupils a 

chance to meet their new class mates, St. 

Matthew’s staff and explore new subjects and 

surroundings. The pupils really enjoyed the 

experience and it gave them an amazing start 

to their St. Matthew’s journey. 



You are warmly invited to the upcoming St     

Matthew’s open events, to secure your place 

please RSVP to openevent@smrchS.com 


