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Partnership Newsletter
Message from our Headteacher
Welcome to the next edition of our ‘Partnership Newsletter.’
We are delighted to be able to share some of our year 7 successes from this term. The content of this
edition has been devoted to the subjects Science, History, Geography and Modern Foreign
Languages. In addition, we have included some pictures and comments about the extra curricular
activities that have been taking place. These are all fabulous examples of daily life, here at St
Matthew’s.

We were pleased to meet so many future families at our recent open events, and to receive your
applications for places at St Matthew’s next year. Thank you. This half term, our staff will be visiting
each of our partner schools, to meet the children and their parents. They will be happy to answer any
of your questions, and to arrange a tour at any time if you would like to see our school in action.
During the season of Advent at St Matthew’s, we have an appeal for shoe boxes/hampers for people
in our local community. It is a fantastic whole school effort, which we have continued throughout the
pandemic, with the support of all our families. At the end of term, we celebrate these efforts with our
traditional Christmas concert. Due to Covid restrictions, this will once again be held virtually. We will
share the link for you all to join in, nearer the time.
For now, thank you for continuing to support us. St Matthew’s is your
‘Local Catholic Partner High School' and we are proud to work in
partnership with you.
Best wishes
Mrs Murden

Year 7 Science Superstars

Wow! What a start! Year 7 have been so excited to take part in Science lessons at SMRCHS. They have
asked thousands of questions, carried out experiments and completed lots of outstanding work. We
have been so impressed!
Year 7 began their study of Science getting to grips with key terms, equipment and Lab Safety by
completing their Science Passport. During this time students were able to earn their Lab Safety Licence,
Bunsen Burner Driving Licence and their Microscope Licence showing that they have the necessary skills
to work safely and carefully both in the Lab and classroom. Year 7 thoroughly enjoyed their time in the
lab and eagerly await their next visit.

After completing their skills, they moved on to begin studying Biology (The Science of living things). They started
by looking at some of the smallest things within our body – our cells. Students now know the function (job) of
different cells in our body and how they work together to make tissues, organs and even organ systems. They
were able to use their newly acquired lab skills and use a microscope to look at cells from both animals and
plants. Students were fascinated to see their very own cheek cells from inside their mouths.

Onion cells from under a microscope
at x40 magnification

After exploring some of the smallest parts of our bodies they moved on to focusing on one of the
largest organ systems – The Digestive System. They have had great fun understanding how food travels
through the body. Some of our superstars have even begun to talk about the job of enzymes in
digestion – a topic usually studied in year 10 and 11 for GCSE! We could not be more amazed by our
talented young people. Have a look at some of their work below.

Year 7 are currently finishing off their work on the digestive system
and are moving on to study Chemistry, here they will explore the
particle model and the difference between atoms, elements and
compounds. All of this will provide the foundation for further
Chemistry study whilst at St. Matthew’s and beyond – we can’t wait
to see how far you go! Well done year 7 for an exceptional start in
Science this year!

History
So far in History our Year 7 students have learnt about ‘How
to be a good historian’, learning all the tips and skills
needed to be successful learners. They have begun
learning about the Roman Empire and are just about to
start looking at Roman Manchester. The next topic they
study will be on the local history of Manchester so students
gain an appreciation of the fantastic events that
Manchester has held and the great figures of History it has produced.
Students in Year 7 History have been tasked with many homework activities, one of which
was to research their history idol. We received some excellent responses! Scarlett in 7KKe
made this on Katherine Johnson, a woman whose work was vital to NASA. Well done
Scarlett!

Geography
Geography students have been developing their understanding of place through their
use of OS Maps. These maps are enormous, so students have been working in groups to
look at them. They have been able to identify and locate key points
and use grid references to secure their location.
Classes have studied contour lines, some making their own contour
maps on potatoes with Miss Chadwick!
Students are now looking at the British coastline, rivers and glaciated
landscapes. Year 7 students have produced some spectacular
homework over the last few months. Denisa in 7KKe even made a
map of the UK on an edible macaron. Well done Denisa!

MFL Autumn Term
We were so pleased to welcome our new year 7 pupils in September 2021. All our year 7 students are
studying either French, German or Spanish and we are delighted with the progress they have made and
the work they are producing every lesson.
French
In the Autumn term, our students study the theme of ‘Myself and Others’. The topics they covered in
the first half term were meeting and greeting, ages, birthdays and numbers, the alphabet and likes/
dislikes. Currently they are studying my school bag/survival kit, appearance and personality and
describing a musician. See below for some photos of our fabulous pupils from Christ the King,
St Margaret Mary’s, St Edmunds and St Dunstan’s showcasing their work. See if you recognise any of
your former pupils

German
The pupils studying year 7 German have been studying the theme of ‘Me and My World’. The topics
they studied in the first half term were meeting and greeting, numbers and age, the alphabet and
where you live. Currently they are studying describing character and favourite things. See below for
some of our wonderful students proudly presenting their hard work, as well as some examples of work
from year 7 books.

Spanish
Our year 7 Spanish students are studying the theme of ‘My Life’.
In the first half term they learned the topics of introducing
yourself, talking about personality, age, brothers and sisters. This
half term they have been studying birthdays, numbers, the
alphabet and talking about pets. See some of our fantastic pupils
below showcasing their Spanish work.

(Mimi from St Dunstan’s, Eti from
St John Bosco, Alfie from St
Margaret Mary’s and Ethan and
Nico from Christ the King).

Check out our Instagram account to see lots of examples of student work
@SMRCHS_mfl

Year 7 Boys Cross Country team achieved silver
in the recent championships.

Year 7 Girls Cross Country team

Year 7 Celebration Breakfast. Celebrating the
year 7 students that received a golden ticket
due to their effort and engagement data.

Year 7 enjoying extra curricular
activities such as Baking Club

Year 7 enjoying the end of term
‘cinema’ reward.

Year 7 Boys Football team after and
14 - 2 win!!

